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Loyola College
325 Grimshaw St
Watsonia 3087
Victoria Australia

Phone: 03 9434 4466     
Fax: 03 9432 2476

Email: office@loyola.vic.edu.au

For additional information please
contact the Secretary of LCAA:
on 9433 0767 or
email: lcaa@loyola.vic.edu.au.

We have come to the end of another 
year with many disruptions in this 
second semester due to lockdowns. 
However, we were all so very pleased to 
see the students and staff move back 
onsite in Term 4.

The semester commenced with the 
College production of ‘Mary Poppins’ 
delayed from last year, the cast was able 
to perform a few shows before we went 
into lockdown. It was an excellent 
high-quality production which many 
sadly missed being able to see.

This was followed by the celebration of 
our St Ignatius Day with a Mass live 
streamed to the school community 
because of COVID restrictions. For the 
second year running, we have not been 
able to have our usual walkathon and 
celebration day. Nonetheless our 
students rose to the fundraising 
challenge to support the six House
charities. A very impressive amount in 
excess of $20,000 was raised by all six 
Houses and I can only commend our 
students and staff for their marvellous 
efforts to be part of the mission of
the Catholic Church by being of service 
to others.

The extended periods of remote learning 
have again not been without their 
challenges, but our teaching and 
support staff have risen to the occasion 
by delivering excellent online learning 
programs for our students. The students 
by and large have engaged very well with 
remote learning and are also to be 
commended for their resilience under 
such challenging circumstances.

Building works will be completed on 
Stage 3 of our Masterplan focussing on 
the Cardoner Building, adding more 
specialist areas for Woodwork, Textiles, 
Art and Design. Completion has been 
delayed by COVID restrictions on building 
sites, but we look forward to being able 
to use the new facilities from the start of 
2022. In the meantime, planning for 
Stage 4 of the Masterplan, a Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Maths (STEM) 
building is well underway. We hope to 
commence these works in late 2022.

The Class of Year 12, 2021 finished the 
year well albeit again in a very different 
manner due to COVID restrictions and 
we now welcome them to LCAA. We 
hope that they will become active members 
of the association in the future.

As this year draws to a close, I take this 
opportunity of thanking the LCAA 
committee for their ongoing work on 
behalf of the association during 2021. 
The current committee is very enthusiastic 
and keen to move forward, and I encourage 
more former students to join the 
committee and support the building of 
community amongst our alumni.

I wish all the blessings of the Christmas 
season. I pray that Christmas will bring 
peace of the Christ Child into your hearts 
and much into your families. Let us pray 
that 2022 will be a great year for all of us. 

Dear Companions,

Mr Joseph Favrin
Principal
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As another year draws to a close, 
we can reflect on how much we 
were able to achieve in 2021 
despite at times trying                   
circumstances. We congratulate 
the class of 2021, finishing both 
year 11 and year 12 with the 
challenges of remote learning. 
We commend you on your 
resilience and tenacity to 
overcome these challenges, 
along with the support of your 
parents, teachers and College 
community.  We hope you enjoyed your final days at Loyola 
College as we welcome you, the newest members of LCAA!

We were able to host many new LCAA functions and events to 
bring alumni and community together over the year such as 
the Alumni Parents breakfast, College Captains dinner and the 
Gin Distillery tour held in late November. These new events 
complimented our annual events such as the Classic Car 
Show, now in its 8th year and the biggest and most successful 
to date. We also celebrated Loyola Reunion Sunday in a new 
format in 2021, held at Plenty Views Restaurant and Bar. The 
new venue allowed for a more relaxed environment, with all in 
attendance staying until “stumps”. We introduced some fun 
Loyola trivia by the decades and a photo wall to capture the 
evening with fellow alumni. 

Another new event we recently had the honour to co-host with 
the school was “2020 Together Again”. This was well attended 
by the class of 2020, who unfortunately were unable to hold 
the normal end of year 12 celebrations. The opportunity to 
re-connect with peers “one-year-on” at the school was unique 
and one we would like to continue given the success.

The challenges presented throughout 2020-2021 provided us 
an opportunity to look at new ways to connect, and these new 
events mixed with the annual favourites will be a welcome 
addition to the LCAA calendar again in 2022.

Loyola College Alumni Association also look to welcome any 
new committee members who would like to join or attend 
one of the calendar events. As the school now passes the 
40th anniversary milestone, the alumni are growing in 
numbers and we encourage any that may be interested to 
please get in touch with Monica at lcaa@loyola.vic.edu.au or 
head to the community links section of the Loyola website for 
more details. Please also follow Loyola College Alumni          
Association on Instagram and Facebook, a great source of 
alumni news, achievements, throwbacks and general 
information on upcoming events. 

As we head into the Christmas season I would like to share a 
huge ‘thankyou’ to Monica Agius (LCAA secretary), Michael 
O’Keeffe (Director of College and Community Engagement), 
Yolanda Cauchi (nee: Gaspar, Vice-President. L: 89-94) and 
the entire LCAA committee for their support and enthusiasm 
in the successful planning and execution of all events and 
activities towards the continued growth of LCAA. 

On behalf of the committee, I would like to take the opportunity 
to wish the Loyola College community and their families a 
safe holiday break and a very Merry Christmas. We look 
forward to seeing you again in the New Year!

From the President

Michelle Morgan (Parke) (L: 89-94)
LCAA President

This is a special time of year 
where we welcome the Class of 
2021 to the Loyola College Alumni 
Association.  On behalf of LCAA, I 
would like to extend a huge 
congratulations to all students 
who completed their VCE and 
VCAL studies, on the resilience 
and dedication they displayed 
throughout another trying year.  I 
wish them the very best with 
future study, career choices and 
all that life outside of secondary 
school has to offer.  

I look forward to welcoming this group of students back
in November 2022 at the Class of 2021 Together Again
reunion event.
  
I would like to express my gratitude to the Loyola College 
Alumni Association committee for their tireless work in 
supporting the events and initiatives of the Association and 
the College.  We were fortunate to run most of our calendared 
events and we look forward to bringing more events to our 
alumni in 2022.  Please keep an eye out for various dates and 
booking details.  

From the LCAA Secretary

Monica Agius
LCAA Secretary



Family and friends of the graduating Class of 2021 gathered at the Two Wolves Hub for an outdoor Graduation Ceremony on 18 
November.  This was a new way to celebrate this official farewell to our students amid the beautiful backdrop of the Loyola gardens.  
Fr Terry Bergin, Parish Priest of Our Lady of the Way, Kingsbury and Fr Gerry Healy SJ led with a prayer service which was streamed 
onto large screens for all to see.  The service was followed by photographic reflections of the students’ time at Loyola since 2016 
and the presentation of certificates and gifts by Mr Joseph Favrin and Mrs Anna Salmic, as students were presented by their Heads 
of House.  2021 College Captains Madeleine O’Donnell and Matthew Stanton gave a final, heartfelt and entertaining Captains’ 
Address speaking of the challenges of the cohort’s final two years of secondary school and how those challenges helped to forge 
some lifelong friendships.  
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Congratulations Class of 2021

Year 12 Graduation 



College Committee

Alysha Prisc
College Captain

Daniel Lay
College Captain

Leewa Wilfred
Christian Service Captain

Rebekah Sison
Christian Service Captain

Hayley Keating
Drama Captain

House Captains

Olivia Mincone
Chisholm House

Hannah Chesser
MacKillop House

 Hannah Wiid
Chisholm House

Alex Basile
MacKillop House

Olivia Tweedale
Flynn House

Dakota Wright
McAuley House

Xavier Black
Flynn House

Danielle Brodelis
McAuley House

Madison McPhee
Mannix House

Leah Calabrese
Xavier House

Olivia Garner
Mannix House

Nathan List
Music Captain

Alexandar McMahon-Puce
Public Speaking & Debating Captain

Bonnie McCall 
Sport Captain

Riley Lewis
Sport Captain

Laine Walker
Sustainability Captain

Kayla Mazzarino
Intercultural Captain

Joshua Lee
Xavier House
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Like for many of us, 2020 started with big plans. In April, all 
the Lynches and partners, some extended family and friends 
were going to Italy for Anthony’s and Ilaria’s wedding and, 
following our return, we thought we’d be celebrating Ruth’s 
and Tristan’s wedding.

COVID changed all that. The weddings were postponed but 
the year produced some other wonderful surprises. During 
2020 we experienced the joy of four family engagements, 
delayed weddings and the birth of Joanie, the first of the
next generation.

Family members renovated houses, adjusted to working from 
home, developed new interests and, in-between lockdowns, 
managed to try new things. We celebrated and shared family 
moments as much as possible – zoom trivia, food drop-offs in 
place of our normal weekly spaghetti night get togethers, 
holiday breaks at Queenscliff when we could.

Neil works as a trader for the ANZ bank. He is based in 
Wellington, NZ, and is a keen trail runner.

Ruth is on leave from Headspace and lives in Diamond Creek. 
Her and Tristan’s daughter, Joanie was born late 2020.

Gerard works for Ericson telecommunications and has many 
interests, including home renovations and running.

Anthony is Head of Mathematics at Loyola and a keen runner. 
He is learning Italian.

Luke is a graphic designer and works for Sportsbet.

Hannah is a myotherapist, and also works for the Royal Flying 
Doctor Service.

Sarah is in her final years of an Arts Degree at Melbourne 
University. 

Lynch Family

What are they doing?

Chris (L: 95- )
Neil (L: 96-01)
Ruth (L: 97-02)
Gerard (L: 99-04)
Anthony (L: 01-06, 14- )
Luke (L: 04-09)
Hannah (L: 07-12) 
Sarah (L: 12-17)

Queenscliff

You Yangs-New Year’s
Eve Trail run

Neil, Anthony & Gerard

Four Lynch family engagements
Ilaria (Anthony)   Ruth (Tristan)
Hannah (Troy)   Eilidh (Luke)

Anthony’s and Ilaria’s Watsonia Wedding Dec 2020
From L-R : Kevin & Sarah , Hannah & Troy, Megan,
Eilidh & Luke, Anthony (L:01-06, 14-) & Ilaria (L:14-),

Katrina & Gerard (L:99-04), Ruth (L:97-02) &
Tristen [Ilaria is holding baby Joanie], 

Chris (L:95-) & Neil (L:96-01)

The three sisters & Joanie Ruth & Joanie
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The Loyola College Alumni Association (LCAA) hosted the Loyola Captains’ Dinner on Thursday 17 June at Montibello in 
Montmorency, attended by sixteen former College Captains and Vice-Captains.  After a welcoming introduction from Director of 
College & Community Engagement/1997 Vice-Captain Michael O’Keeffe, and speeches from Loyola’s founding and current 
Principals John Kennedy and Joe Favrin, guests were treated to a beautiful meal and took home the Loyola College History Book as 
a gift.  With a great representation of Captains and Vice-Captains spanning forty-one years of education at Loyola, it was wonderful 
to witness reconnections and new associations forming among the group of former school leaders. Many stories and memories of 
Loyola days were shared well into the evening.   

Thank you to Monique Vermeulen (L: 81-86), Craig Huntley (L: 80-86), Julie MacDonald (Righele) (L:84-89), Daniel Donahoo
(L: 90-95), Ben Joss (L: 90-95), Anthony Privitelli (L: 90-95), Rebecca Meyer (Campbell) (L: 91-96), John Coghlan (L: 91-96), 
Michael O'Keeffe            (L: 92-97, 09-12, 17-), Rachel Kenny (L: 00-05), Erica Lucci (L: 01-06), Troy Flores (L: 08-13), Dempsey Mills 
(L: 12-17), Renee Shannon (L: 13-18), Harrison Fell (L: 15-20) and Mary Tomasiello (L: 15-20) for supporting this new initiative.  
LCAA looks forward to hosting this new annual event again in June 2022.

Captains’ Dinner

After a whirlwind end to their final year of secondary school, the Class of 2020 were invited to the Together Again reunion in 
November.  The evening was partly a celebration of the end of their time at Loyola as well as a wonderful opportunity for everybody 
to come back and catch up with their friends and teachers.  The foyer of the Magis Performing Arts Centre was transformed by the 
LCAA committee into a bright function space including a photobooth and photo presentations of students’ time at Loyola from 
Year 7 to 12.  Guests were treated to delicious canapes and a lovely selection of mocktails and slushies, prepared and served by 
staff from Curtis Stone Events.  

Michelle Morgan, President of the Loyola College Alumni Association welcomed the former students, reminding them that they are 
welcome members of LCAA and will always be supported by the association and the College.  She also highlighted the growing 
number of events on the LCAA calendar and offered a particular welcome to future Reunion Sundays and the upcoming Gin distillery 
Visit, which caught the attention of many!  Mr Favrin followed by welcoming the cohort on behalf of the College and former College 
Captain Harrison Fell and Sustainability Captain, Loujine Azmy thanked LCAA, the teachers, Mr Favrin and the school for hosting 
the evening.

There were many smiles and lots of catching up on work, uni and life in general over the twelve months since walking out of the 
school gates on their final day in 2020.  Students and teachers alike were happy to see one another with some commenting that it 
felt strange to be back on school grounds, but not as a student.  Others couldn’t believe a year had passed so quickly, but everybody 
enjoyed the night, which was proudly hosted by the Loyola College Alumni Association.                                 

Class of 2020 Together Again reunion

p9

Monica Agius
LCAA Secretary
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The Loyola College Alumni Association was fortunate to have the opportunity to host Reunion Sunday, between lockdowns five and 
six, on Sunday 1 August.  The evening was held at Plenty Views Bar and Restaurant where former staff, as well as representatives 
from the classes of 1985, 1986, 1995, 2001, 2005, 2006, 2010, 2015 & 2018, had the opportunity to share a meal and catch up with 
friends.  Guests enjoyed some fun with a little school days trivia recalling events and memories of their graduating year (with the 
bonus of a free drink card to the lucky first person to recall a fun fact), a lovely door prize raffle won by Rutheren Selvendran
(L: 01-06) and the recently launched Loyola College History Book as a take home gift. 

A special thank you to LCAA committee members Michelle Morgan, Yolanda Cauchi, Rebecca Andonovski and Dempsey Mills,
as well as Michael O’Keeffe, for their support in the planning, set up and huge efforts on the night. 

Monica Agius
LCAA Secretary

By God’s good grace we managed to squeeze in our Reunion Sunday 2021 between lockdown 5.0 and 6.0!  Although this meant 
restrictions on numbers and seating arrangements, the Plenty Views function room was comfortably full. 

When I went to school, I thought I was socially awkward going right through to year 12. I knew most of the students in my year level 
but was not necessarily relaxed in conversation with everyone.  What I love about reunions is that I have developed communication 
skills that place that awkwardness in the background (still there but not so pervasive) and this year Reunion Sunday was one where 
I felt comfortable from the minute I arrived.  Chatting with old friends, melting the years and distance away, recalling the old times 
and sharing the new.

A change of venue was good fun.  Plenty Views is an attractive venue and, despite the strict restrictions, staff managed to provide 
delicious food and a welcoming atmosphere.

Thanks to the LCAA committee for putting on another great event.  I hope the Gin Tour scheduled for 27th November is able to go 
ahead as well, rounding off our year of events nicely.

Dianne Cheraghi
     (L: 81-86)
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Saturday the 10th of September 
seemed a long way off in the 
distance once we hit 2021. 
Soon enough though, we 
were in July, the school 
holidays - for Monique and I 
as teacher - were nearing, and 
so was our wedding day. 
Having graduated from 
Loyola College in 2013 and 
staying connected to the 
College as a committee 
member of the LCAA, the St. 
Ignatius Chapel in Old Loyola 
just seemed to be the perfect 
spot to get married. When 

my now-wife Monique and I had a tour of the grounds and the 
chapel, with much reminiscing from me, we immediately fell 
in love with the beauty, grace and reverence of the Chapel. The 
College also made a perfect spot for some beautiful wedding 
photos, particularly in the courtyard.

The day itself went nearly as quickly as it had arrived.  We were 
so blessed with the weather and lucky with the sweet spot in 
the easing of Covid-19 restrictions.We had a wonderful day, 
with everything going to plan, and when Fr. Steven Rigo said 
those words pronouncing us husband and wife, it all just felt 
so right! We had a joyous, beautiful and memorable night at 
our reception at Farm Vigano, with everyone loving the 
delicious food and managing to have a little dance on the 
dance floor. We are so grateful it all came together.

We will always remember our wedding day, filled with family, 
friends, faith and love.  We feel so blessed to have gotten our 
special day and have it all go so seamlessly in these
interesting times. Thank you to Loyola College for such a 
memorable day!

Congratulations to Kye 
Declase (L: 09-14) who was 
drafted by Melbourne FC at 
pick 15 in the AFL mid-season 
draft back in June. Kye joins 
an ever-growing list of Loyola 
alumni, both male and 
female, who have been 
drafted to the AFL.

Having trained with the 
Demons earlier in the year 
before missing out on a 
rookie spot, Declase shone 
for Werribee in the Victorian 
Football League.  He played 

35 games across three seasons with Werribee.

In a video to Werribee fans, Declase thanked the club for the 
support and love the club has given him.  “To the playing 
group, it has been an incredible journey, all been amazing, not 
only the boys, but the whole community,” he said. “You’ve 
made my time there unforgettable.  To the fans, you’re the 
heartbeat of the club; thank you for supporting me and
showing me love through rain, hail or shine. To the whole 
Werribee family, I wouldn’t be where I am without you guys, so 
excited to start the next chapter at the Melbourne Football Club.”  

Werribee coach Michael Barlow said he was thrilled for 
Declase.  He said the credit needs to go to former Werribee 
coach Mark ‘Choco’ Williams who helped Declase identify his 
AFL potential.  “He was probably disappointed initially to 
miss out [earlier in the year], but he came back to Werribee 
and continued his good form from a couple of years ago. 
The AFL traits have shone through and now he gets his
opportunity,” Barlow said.

“He was a genuine winger for us and was ‘Mr Fixit’ essentially.  
If we were struggling in the front half, Kye was the one we 
could rely on to go forward and take a mark.  Similarly, if we 
needed someone to go into the backline and play behind the 
ball, Kye was that guy, and I think that versatility has really 
helped with exposing him to the recruiters.  For someone like 
Kye, who is fully invested and has done a lot of things right in 
a semi-professional environment, to now be going into a 
full-time footy environment, it’s going to be pretty exciting to 
watch the next level he can go to.”  Barlow said it was good to 
see the club’s hard work again rewarded with players pushing 
into the higher level.

Wedding News
Troy Flores (L: 08-13) 

Sporting Achievements
Kye Declase (L: 09-14) 

From Whyndam Star Weekly, 9 June 2021

@loyolacollegealumniassociationwatsonia



Pleases visit the Loyola Business Directory on the College website for contact
information and to support the following businesses. 
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https://www.loyola.vic.edu.au/community-links/loyola-college-business-directory/
https://www.loyola.vic.edu.au/community-links/loyola-college-business-directory/
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10 Years

Maryanne Bezzina Amna Ela Gali Amanda Gardiner Wayne Hall Elly Keating Judith Muir Chris Short Anthea Trainor Dinh Tran

5 Years

John Baxter Elizabeth Bijou Penny Lawrence Justiana Tjaya Robert Toscano Jason van Leest Pamela Zaharias

20 Years 35 Years

Miriam Stylli Anne Musgrove
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Geoff was integrated into the 
Loyola community in 2006
where he quickly became a 
positive constant within the
Mathematics Team. 

Geoff’s knowledge of mathematics 
is unparalleled. Whenever anyone, 
whether they be student or staff 
member, has come to Geoff with a 
maths problem that they are 
unsure of, he has always been 
willing to impart his wisdom. 

This wisdom has been invaluable to all the students who have 
come into contact with Geoff over the years, whether in his VCE, 
Enhanced Mathematics or junior classes. In the classroom Geoff 
is the Maths teacher that all others strive to be like; his calm 
demeanour, caring nature and wicked sense of humour have 
made him a hit amongst the students. His ability to take complex 
concepts and break them down into simple and understandable 
ideas has helped numerous students over the years achieve 
success with their mathematics studies. Geoff has always put the 
needs of his students’ learning first, often arranging additional 
tutoring sessions for them after class. 

This reflection only describes a subset of the wonderful impacts 
that Geoff has had on everyone he has come into contact within 
the Loyola community with the amount of kind words and 
gratitude that could be said of him making up an uncountable set. 

We wish Geoff all the best with the next phase of his life. 

To infinity and beyond, Geoff.

Geoffrey Wambeek  (L: 06-21)

Stephen Doumtsis (L: 10-)
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Anthony Lynch (L: 01-06, 14-)

It's hard to believe that it’s been 12 years since I had the 
privilege of making your acquaintance here at Loyola. The 
guidance and wisdom that you impart on all in our profession 
demonstrates your ongoing willingness to support those new 
to our vocation, and I feel truly blessed to not only call you a 
colleague, but a true friend. You're one of a kind, and your 
expertise in the field of Mathematics will be greatly missed by 
us all here at Loyola. 

Thank you from all of us who’ve been inspired by your teaching 
and, most importantly, thank you for your ongoing contribution 
to the education sector. I know we both share a passion for 
watches, and although the time has come to say goodbye, I 
trust that you will enjoy the time this next chapter in your life 
brings both you and your family. Unlike the messages we leave 
on our whiteboards, the influence of a great teacher can never 
be erased. All the best, dear friend, and, as a wise Maths teacher 
once said, ‘Now that I’m retired, I have no problems!’ 

Maria Curtolo (L:12-)

I am so sad to see Geoff go and had been dreading the day. 
Geoff has been the most amazing maths teacher that I have 
ever come across. His knowledge is beyond exceptional, yet 
his character is extremely humble. From the very start I quickly 
worked out that Geoff is the “go to” man.  If there was ever a 
question that stumped the rest of us, Geoff would take a look 
at it, think and present a simple solution each time. Nothing 
would faze him. He not only taught the students so much but 
I can also say he taught me so much and helped me to become 
a better teacher. Geoff is a kind-hearted person, always going 
above and beyond to help anyone. He will be missed greatly by 
all of us in the maths office, and I am positive that he made an 
impact on us all.

Anne Musgrove (L: 86-)

His love of an elegant solution was matched by his desire to 
share the joys of mathematics with everyone – not only the 
students in his classes but also his fellow Maths teachers, not 
to mention the adults around him who had been scarred by 
unpleasant encounters in the past.

Suzanne Pola (L: 87-89, 99, 03-)

There are many people you meet during your lifetime. Some 
leave an indelible mark on you both personally and professionally. 
Geoff was one of those people for me.  Geoff would quietly and 
assumably point in you in the right direction. His persistence 
to support you professionally and challenge you to think 
beyond the question in front of you was a reminder of the great 
mathematician he was.

From Richard Courant - ‘Mathematics as an expression of the 
human mind reflects the active will, the contemplative reason, 
and the desire for aesthetic perfection.  Its basic elements are 
logic and intuition, analysis and construction, generality and 
individuality.’  Geoff this was the way you worked. Thank you 
for embodying this and sharing it with our community. 



From “Justice, Mercy, Faith: The story of Catholic Education in the Ignatian tradition at Loyola College, Watsonia 1980-2020”
– the history of Loyola College published in January 2020 to commemorate Loyola’s 40th Anniversary celebrations.

Back in February 1994, the state government had advertised the Old Loyola building and its surrounding land for sale by tender. The 
local council and residents expressed concern that the new owners might make significant changes to the site, or even demolish it. 
Loyola College Founding Principal, John Ormond Kennedy (L: 79–08), had long dreamed of buying the building and bringing it back 
into Loyola hands. However, 1994 was not to be a lucky year for Loyola College, as Melbourne property developer Bruno Grollo bought 
the Old Loyola building.  John was openly disappointed, stating, “We will now have to build more buildings on our existing land, which 
will mean a more crowded campus with less open space for students, and that’s a shame”.  In 2001, John was at a function when he 
received a completely unexpected phone call from Bruno Grollo. ‘I was amazed,’ says John. ‘He asked me if I was still interested in 
buying the place.’ John didn’t hesitate in saying yes. “Then Grollo said, ‘My people will talk to your people’ and negotiations began.” 
Loyola College bought Old Loyola from Bruno Grollo for $3.75 million. The purchase of Old Loyola changed everything. Loyola College 
increased from 4 hectares in 1979 to a little over 10 hectares by 2002. 

In January 2008, more than twenty-eight years since commencing duty on 12 September 1979, John Kennedy retired. John spent almost 
half of his life in service at Loyola and estimates that thousands of students passed through the school during his years there. There 
was not a dry eye in the house when John said in his closing address, “May our paths cross again.  Much of my heart will always be in 
Loyola”.  Former Loyola parent and passionate educator, Joe Favrin, was appointed Principal by the Association of Canonical 
Administrators in 2007 for commencement in 2008. 

In 2007 the John Ormond Kennedy Library and the Hospitality Centre were opened and blessed, comprising a function room, 
restaurant, food technology kitchen and a second, purpose-built hospitality kitchen, a classroom and a canteen for students. Once the 
centre opened, the focus was on getting a restaurant up and running so students could have hands-on hospitality experience, and Iggy’s 
Student Training Restaurant was formally opened in 2009.

The year Iggy’s Restaurant opened was also an important year for the school’s spiritual life. In 2009, Mass was celebrated for the first 
time in the newly renovated Saint Ignatius Chapel in the Old Loyola building. The restoration of the Chapel had been a massive undertaking 
and a labour of love for all concerned, especially for Joe Favrin (L: 08–). It wasn’t a Chapel when he arrived, and having it
reconsecrated was a huge achievement for him and for the school. Other teachers remember how keen he was to restore it. ‘The first 
thing he did when he arrived was say, “Well, we’ve got to get this Chapel up and running”,’ says Deputy Principal Chris Lynch (L: 95–).

The school marked its thirtieth anniversary in 2010 and many occasions, including St Ignatius Day, were chosen to celebrate this 
milestone.  The sacred part of these festivities was the blessing of the anniversary cross which stands tall at the Grimshaw Street 
entrance to the school. The Celtic Cross, sculptured by Kevin Gilders, is carved from the wood of the old cedar tree that stood for almost 
eighty years in the centre of the roundabout outside Old Loyola. 

Some of the achievements of the 2010s are smaller things, but still meaningful to school life. Before Joe was appointed Principal, 
students sat on the floor for assemblies and Mass because there were not enough chairs to go around. “I did something as simple as 
introducing chairs for them to sit on. It sounds like nothing, but it made a huge difference to morale,” says Joe.

The school has grown enormously under Joe’s leadership. Student numbers have increased, old buildings have been renovated, and 
new ones built. In February 2012, the newly refurbished and extended Loyola Companions Hall (LCH) was officially opened and blessed. 
The original building, which was affectionately known as the PAC, housed the existing gym and an indoor basketball/netball court and 
the resulting renovation meant a space was created for performances.  In 2015 the ICT department moved to the JOK Library building 
and the combined facility was renamed the iCentre, which is now a learning and information resource centre rather than a traditional 
library, steering the school firmly into the twenty-first century; but that century is still young, and so is the College.  In 2018, the north 
wing of Old Loyola was given a sympathetic restoration including a new staff room and meeting area, four new classrooms and two 
break-out rooms. No one ever thought further structural changes would be made, especially on the outside of the building. After all, Old 
Loyola has stood strong and proud since that day in 1934 when thousands of people came to see the doors open to those first Jesuits.  
Those same grand wooden doors now open hundreds of times every day. They open to the flurry of students running to class, teachers 
arriving for a busy day at work, parents, administration staff, visitors and cleaners.




