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Loyola College
325 Grimshaw St
Watsonia 3087
Victoria Australia

Phone: 03 9434 4466     
Fax: 03 9432 2476

Email: office@loyola.vic.edu.au

For additional information please
contact the Secretary of LCAA:
on 9433 0767 or
email: lcaa@loyola.vic.edu.au.

As we approach the end of the first 
semester, we are at the halfway mark of 
2021 and, as always, I am in awe of how 
quickly this first semester has come to 
an end with all the various activities and 
events that have taken place at Loyola. 

We have had a few COVID restrictions 
from time to time during this semester 
which have had some impact on College 
life, but this was to be expected as the 
virus continues to be present in the 
wider community. 

The LCAA Classic Car Show held on the 
College grounds in February this year 
was an outstanding success, and I wish 
to congratulate the committee for all     
its great work. We had the largest 
number of vehicles on show in the   
history of this event. I met many past 
and current students on the evening, 
which clearly has become an important 
event on our calendar.  

We held a very successful Open Day this 
year in May with a significant increase in 
the number of families attending. It was 
very pleasing to see such strong interest 
in the College. I also note that many 
alumni who are now parents are seeking 
a place for their child at Loyola,            
continuing their family association with 
the College. 

Stage 3 works on the Cardoner building 
are progressing very well and the project 
is on target for completion at the end of 
October this year, providing students 
with additional facilities for Visual Arts 
and Technology.

I was pleased to meet alumni at the 
LCAA Alumni Parents’ breakfast earlier 
in the year, another new event aimed at 
welcoming current Loyola parents who 
are former alumni of the College. 

I note that another new initiative, the 
LCAA Loyola Captains Dinner will be 
held in June this year. I hope to be able 
to meet many past Loyola captains at 
this event. 

As always, I encourage you to support 
LCAA in its efforts to build our network 
of past students and invite your ongoing 
support of Loyola. I look forward to 
many of you attending Reunion Sunday 
in August this year, which will take           
a different format, and invite your         
ongoing support of Loyola College.

Dear Companions,

Mr Joseph Favrin
Principal
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After a year like no other so many 
of our annual LCAA events, 
carefully planned 40th anniversary 
celebrations alongside debut 
events and activities could not go 
ahead as scheduled in 2020.  The 
focus at the start of 2021 for the 
LCAA committee was to plan a 
"bigger than ever" event for the 
popular annual Car Show, to 
bring the Loyola community back 
together.  The weather was 
perfect and set the scene for a 
record turnout, with the new Two Wolves Hub the new focal 
point of the car show activities, entertainment and food trucks.

We were able to welcome the parents and students at the 
annual Year 7 parent welcome dinner, where we had the 
opportunity to present information regarding LCAA and 
mingle with the parents, some of whom are College alumni, 
along with the the class of 2026 alumni!

LCAA were also excited to be able to host a new event in March 
2021, the Alumni Parents' Breakfast. This debut event took 
place in the Magis Performing Arts Centre atrium.  Attendees 
enjoyed a lovely breakfast where the current parents whom are 
also alumni were able to recollect stories from their time at 
Loyola.  We shared a presentation with the alumni school 
photos alongside images of their children, the current Loyola 
students.  This was a great opportunity to see the changes 
across several decades, in particular the changing hairstyles!

As we now approach the half way mark of 2021, we look 
forward to another new LCAA event, the Loyola Captains 
Dinner.  This will take place on the 17th of June, where we 
welcome previous College Captains and Vice Captains to 
re-connect and share stories of their time at Loyola.  Also 
coming up later in the year is the annual Loyola Reunion 
Sunday, to take place at Plenty Views Bar & Restaurant at 
6pm on Sunday the 1st of August.  Given the event was 
unable to take place last year we will welcome the milestone 
years "plus 1" to come and re-connect with their peer year.  
We always welcome any alumni to attend Reunion Sunday     
to keep in touch and remain part of the LCAA community.  
Visit the LCAA Facebook page for event details. 

Rounding out 2021 we will also host the first LCAA Gin Tour, 
one I am certain will be popular with the alumni.  Be sure to 
check our social media pages to get all the details closer to 
the event, and keep your eye out for the opportunity to 
purchase discounted early bird tickets.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the outgoing 
President Troy Flores and Vice President Anthony Azzopardi for 
their dedicated work and support throughout their term, and for 
their on-going support along with the rest of the LCAA committee.

The current Vice-President Yolanda Cauchi and I look forward 
to seeing you over the coming months at one, or all, of the 
various activities we have planned.  We also warmly welcome 
any new committee members who would like join LCAA, 
please get in touch with Monica for meeting details at 
lcaa@loyola.vic.edu.au. 

From the President

Michelle Morgan (Parke) (L: 89-94)
LCAA President

The Class of 2020 are to                
be complemented on the 
commitment, resilience and 
maturity they displayed through 
the unexpected events that 
occurred during their final year of 
secondary school.  The students 
went from the excitement of all 
that Year 12 had to offer including 
the “lasts” – swimming carnival, 
athletics carnival, St Ignatius Day 
as well as the great bonds that are 
forged through the year to on 
again, off again remote learning and the cancellation of a 
number of anticipated events and activities.  They showed 
creativity and perseverance throughout the year and on behalf 
of the Loyola College Alumni Association, I would like to 
congratulate our 275 newest alumni on completing their time 
at Loyola.  We look forward to welcoming the group back to 
Loyola in August for a gathering. 

The snap lockdown in February threatened the Classic Car 
Show but we were fortunate to come out just two days earlier 
and the committee was blown away by the success of the event.

Classic cars arrived in droves and marshals struggled to find 
bitumen or grass to park them, food trucks fed hundreds.  
The Loyola grounds were abuzz with music, revving engines 
and music.   Thank you to the hardworking committee and 
volunteers who gave their all on the evening to put on this 
amazing annual event.

I would also like to welcome LCAA’s new President Michelle 
Morgan (L: 89-94) & Vice President Yolanda Cauchi                
(L: 89-94) who have shown enormous support of the events 
held so far as for the many to follow this year.  I urge you to 
follow us on Facebook and Instagram to remain informed of 
the many events filling our calendar in 2021.  Thank you to   
outgoing President and Vice President, Troy Flores (L: 08-13) 
and Anthony Azzopardi (L: 83-87) for their work and support 
over their two-year term and we look forward to continue 
working with them on the committee.

From the LCAA Secretary

Monica Agius
LCAA Secretary
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We congratulate the Year 12 students of 2020 on the wonderful results they achieved last year.  We were delighted to welcome our 
high achieving students to our first College Assembly in February to acknowledge their achievements.  In particular, I congratulate 
the College Dux for 2020, Mary Tomasiello, who achieved an ATAR score of 99.15 and Proxime, Loujine Azmy, who achieved an 
ATAR score of 98.25.

I take this opportunity to acknowledge the hard work and effort of all our staff who worked with last year’s Year 12 students in very 
challenging circumstances.  I know the quality teaching, guidance and support contributed greatly to the success of the group.

This year’s theme is ‘See all things new in Christ’.  It is taken from St Ignatius’ experiences along the Cardoner 
River where, after much prayer and suffering, he came to realise what God wanted of him and he found clarity 
in his life about how best to serve God.  For each of us to have such clarity is a wonderful gift, and we can find 
it if we continue to look for it. 

For us in our school context, our staff have enormous capacity to provide guidance to our students in finding 
that clarity by seeing the world through the eyes of Jesus.  As a faith community we, with St Ignatius, draw our 
inspiration from his example.  I invite you to embrace this wonderful theme for 2021.

Thank you to Kelly Rotin 12KJMJ, designer of the banner under the direction of Ms O’Brien and Ms Winter, who 
sought inspiration from the experiences of St Ignatius back in 1521.
 
2021 commemorates the 500th anniversary of the Battle of Pamplona, where newly-commissioned officer in 
the service of the King of Spain Inigo de Loyola (Ignatius), led a small garrison charged with the defence of 
Pamplona in May 1521.  Ignatius was severely wounded when a cannonball hit the parapet just near him, send-
ing shrapnel into his legs, breaking one and damaging the other.  It was during his long recovery that Ignatius 
experienced pain and boredom and, through reading the only two books available to him, found inspiration to 
change his life, making three important decisions: 1. Give up being a soldier; 2. Devote himself to doing God’s 
work; 3. Go to the Holy Land and live where Jesus did.

Top 5% of Year Level in 2020
(Results published with permission)

To see all things new in Christ

Mary Tomasiello
99.15

Loujine Azmy
98.25

Camila Parga 
95.45

Brodan Thomson
95.40

David Sha
94.95

Sarah Warwick
94.30

Caden Murray
92.35

Alessandra Casasanta
91.70

Josephine Black
90.95

Joseph Favrin
Principal

Yufei Wu
90.95



I am honoured to be standing before you all giving this speech. Truth be told I have been dreaming 
of giving this speech since Year 7. I was throughout all of high school and probably forever will be 
your typical nerd and try hard, but now I wear these names with pride, to the point where I actually 
say thank you whenever my brother calls me them.

In preparing this speech I decided that I am not going to stand up here and bore you all with how to 
get a 99 ATAR as I am fully aware that not all of you want or need an ATAR. Instead, I am going to 
give you some advice on how to succeed in any path you may choose.

Firstly, my biggest advice is to know yourself. I sat where all of you are now and listened to an entire 
range of very different DUX speeches. One year the DUX would talk about how balance was the 
most important thing for them, that maintaining a balance between study and their social life 
helped them to survive Year 12, while others spoke on how much they studied, typically more than 
the minimum 3 hours per night and while I was definitely the latter, I strongly believe that it is not 
the best way for everyone. In order to achieve the exact same goal, different methods and strategies 
will be required by different people depending on the individual, and in some cases a person may 

have to work harder or longer than the other. I believe the best way to come to know yourself and the methods and strategies that work 
for you, is to utilise the younger year levels. The great thing is, these year levels provide is time. Time to try new study techniques and 
new subjects as well as time to change your mind and most importantly time to determine if VCE is the right path for you. So, I strongly 
encourage to make the most of Years 7-10.

My second piece of advice is to ask questions and ask a lot of questions. I know all of my Year 12 teachers, in fact probably all of the 
teachers I have had throughout my time at Loyola can contest to the fact that I asked a lot of questions, sometimes even to the point 
of their annoyance. And I don’t just mean ask questions in class and about schoolwork but if there is a possible career you are thinking 
of and don’t know what subjects to choose or how to get there, go and ask the career councillors. I think sometimes as students we 
see teachers as only disciplinarians rather than as people who have chosen to and want to help us, and this deters us from seeking 
out their help or even accepting it when it is offered to us.

My last piece of advice while cheesy is to dream and dream big and don’t be afraid to say your goals and ambitions out loud, because 
it is only once you’ve admitted to yourself what you want that you will actually start to work towards it. I remember sitting where you 
are during the DUX speech and thinking it’s easy for a person who has already achieved their goals, to say don’t be afraid and you can 
do it, and I’m fully aware that sometimes we don’t always achieve our goals, knowing full well that if I had performed poorly in my 
ATAR I would have been all doom and gloom, but even if you don’t achieve or get what you want the first time round, if you persevere, 
when you do achieve your goals and I use when very purposefully, the victory will be so much sweeter. It’s like being a Collingwood 
supporter, sure the 2018 grand final was tough but the 2018 prelim and last year’s elimination final against West Coast was amazing.

Next, I would like to say thank you to everyone who helped me last year. To my teachers, thank you young Mr Lynch for answering my 
endless questions and for making time outside of class to answer more. Thank you, Ms Bell, for reading the many analytical              
commentaries and essays I submitted to you, I know there were a lot and thank you for being honest in times where I underperformed. 
Thank you, Mrs Curtolo, for all your help in methods this year and Mr Calderone for your endless support and encouragement and for 
answering all my emails no matter the time of day. I want to say a huge thank you to Mrs Styli. You are the reason I performed so well 
in chemistry. Thank you for answering my emails within minutes of me sending them and for making time after school and on week-
ends for calls over teams to answer more of my questions. To Mrs Styli’s 2021 chemistry students you should count yourselves 
extremely lucky/blessed. I would also like to thank Mr Wambeek as while I didn’t have you last year, your teaching in Years 10 and 11 
made me fall in love with maths. Thank you, Mrs Salmic, for your assistance as College Captain, I couldn’t have balanced the two 
without your help, I won’t bother thanking Harry again, you’ve already heard me do that. To my mentor teacher Mr Doumtsis, for 6 
years you’ve been the greatest support and I couldn’t have done Year 12 especially during lockdown without your encouragement every 
morning during mentor over teams.

To my friends, all of whom are here today, thank you for keeping me grounded and reminding me that life exists outside of school.    
To my best friend, Tarryn Wright. I don’t think you know how much I appreciate your support especially when I was doubting myself 
which happened a lot. Knowing you believed in me, even when I sometimes didn’t believe in myself helped me get to this place and 
I’m so grateful.

And last but not least to my family. I was definitely not the most pleasant person while I was studying so thank you for putting up with 
me. Thank you, mum, for doing cue cards with me even if it meant you missed your show. Thank you, dad, for trying to do cue cards 
with me when mum wasn’t available and for coming to check on me during lockdown when I was in my room all day studying to, and 
I quote, ‘make sure I wasn’t dead’. To my sister, thank you for reminding me when it was time to stop studying and thank you to my 
brother for making me work harder to ensure you wouldn’t beat me, there is definitely some sibling rivalry there, and always reminding 
me that I’m not as smart as I think I am.

I want to wish you all luck in 2021, especially the Year 12s and remind you that now you have survived online school you can survive anything.

Thank you.
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The 2020 Annual Awards Afternoon was held on Friday 4 December 2020 in 
the Loyola Companions Hall.  The event followed a different format as we were 
not permitted to have parents present due to COVID-19 crowd regulations.  

Over 200 students received awards at the event.  The ceremony was 
livestreamed to families and was another successful event.  Our special guest 
was Mrs Julie MacDonald (L:84-89), former Loyola student and current Loyola 
parent.  Mrs MacDonald shared a reflection on her life both at Loyola and 
post-Loyola and emphasised the role her faith has had in her life.  Thank you 
to Mr O’Keeffe, Director of College and Community Engagement, for overseeing 
the organisation of the afternoon.  

This is the highest award a Loyola student can receive, and is awarded annually to a Year 12 
student whom St Ignatius would have happily had as one of his companions. 

We congratulate Trinity Mills (L: 15-20) on being the recipient of the Insignis Medal in 2020.  
Trinity was described by teachers as truly a person for others – thoughtful, compassionate and 
driven.  She was an exemplary role model in all College settings and an authentic leader, 
genuinely striving to draw the best from herself and others.  Throughout her time as a student 
Trinity displayed humility, determination and initiative, and followed through with many ideas.

Insignis Medal 2020

This medal is awarded to a current or former student who has given service in a pastoral or 
leadership capacity and has shown loyalty and commitment to the College throughout his/her 
time as a student.  Congratulations to 2020 recipient Troy Flores (L: 08-13) - 2013 College 
Co-Captain and Insignis Medal recipient.  During his time as a student, Troy was recognised 
for his leadership qualities, impressive contribution to the College’s co-curricluum program 
and tireless work as an ambassador for the College.  Troy has also been a keen contributor to 
LCAA, completing a two-year term as President at the conclusion of 2020.

St Ignatius Medal

This medal is awarded to a current or former staff member, Canonical Administrator or 
chaplain who has given service in a pastoral or professional capacity and has shown loyalty 
and commitment to the College for an extended period of time.  Congratulations to Mrs 
Alison Leutchford (L: 99-13, 17 - ) who is a long-standing teacher and current Deputy Principal, 
Staff Operations.  Alison’s service and loyalty to the College are second to none.  The extent 
to which Alison supported staff during the COVID-19 pandemic, in particular her efforts to 
maintain staff morale in the face of overwhelming circumstances, deserves recognition.

Loyola Medal

This medal is awarded to a current or former parent or College friend who has given service 
in a pastoral, professional or leadership capacity and has shown loyalty and commitment 
to the College for an extended period of time. We congratulate Mr Lorenzo Rigoni, father 
of Matthew (L: 13-18) and Tiana (L: 15-20) on being the recipient of the Jesuit medal in 
2020.  Laurie has been a valuable member of the Loyola community since 2012, a key 
member of the LPFA since that time, playing an important role of Working Bee Assistant 
Co-ordinator for 6 years.  His generosity of time to various LPFA events, kind donations 
and professional advice are greatly appreciated.

Jesuit Medal 

Congratulations to the recipients of all awards and, in particular, the recipients of the following four very important awards
presented at this ceremony:
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Well, what a night!  The 2021 Loyola Classic Car Show was a huge success.  With almost 250 beautiful cars adorning the Loyola grounds, 
car enthusiasts, families and visitors from near and far enjoyed a fantastic night.  The weather was perfect, the BBQ was sizzling and 
the food trucks fed the crowds.  Children enjoyed the jumping castle and face painting for hours and everyone was entertained with live 
music from Out of Bounds, a band made up of current and past students who loyally support the Car Show every year and, judging by 
the crowd assembled around the roundabout, have become a very important part of this event.

The night doesn’t happen without the hardworking LCAA committee members assisted by their families, and a massive team of    
people.  Huge thank you to Rebecca & Reese Andonovski, Anthony, Alexander, Samuel & Thomas Azzopardi, Yolanda, Darren, Alegria 
& Arlo Cauchi, Troy Flores, Dempsey Mills, Michelle Morgan, Frank Palermo. Thank you also to Angela Barbuto, Bryan Kearney and 
Mark Monteneri from the LPFA, Jodi & Clyde D’Angelis, Kim & Joe D’Angelis; students Leah Calabrese, Sarah Caruana, Amy Clayton, 
Lyla Hussey, Joshua Lee, Olivia Mincone, Madeleine O’Donnell, Matthew Stanton, Matthew Vassallo and Loyola staff – Dianna Alonso, 
Chrizelle Cortina, Michael O’Keeffe and John Tran - who also gave up their Friday night and worked tirelessly after a big day at                  
the College swimming carnival.  

The four roaming photographers captured the beauty of the cars and the atmosphere of the night – thank you to staff member Trent 
Paul, students Nick Wilkinson and Aoife Rodden and to former student Noah Thorley who always volunteers to photograph the evening 
for us.  A great deal of preparation took place with the Gardens & Grounds team putting in many hours throughout the week to present 
the stunning grounds to our guests, and there were many compliments on the manicured gardens which set a beautiful backdrop to 
the presentation of shiny cars.  The Maintenance team once again gave their time to fulfilling big requests to move equipment, furniture 
etc. to where it was needed. 
 
Finally, thank you to our sponsors for the fabulous selection of prizes for the major raffle: IXL Home, Saint Gobain, Car Builders, 
Thermal Acoustic Insulation products, Caroma Scents and Michelle Morgan.  The generosity and support from these companies and 
individuals to this major event in the LCAA calendar is much appreciated and the committee is so pleased to continue to support 
student scholarships at Loyola through this fundraiser.

Monica Agius
LCAA Secretary
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Once again, careers was the focus for Year 10 students during Activities 
Week and in 2021 the Year 12s, in addition to their Retreat, also 
participated in some careers centred activities.  The Learning Pathways 
faculty conducted the two Careers Programs throughout the week 
and Loyola was fortunate to have the support of a number of alumni 
who attended the three panel presentations and discussions.  
Students were engaged and interested in the presentations which 
included the panellists’ experiences as students at Loyola; support 
offered by teachers; challenges faced with making decisions and 
choosing paths; successes born from the challenges and an overall 
message of “don’t give up trying new pathways and persist until you 
find something that makes you happy”.  The presentations were 
followed by question time, which the students found interesting
and valuable.

Thank you to the following alumni who supported the program: Yassin Albarri (L: 16-17), Camille Bergman (L: 06-09),
Andrew Bressanutti (L: 01-06), Yolanda Cauchi (L: 89-94), Adam Centorrino (L: 00-05), Donna Fenech (L: 08-13), Nikolaas
Kostraby (L: 09-10), Gary Ramsey, staff (L: 18-), Ann Robinson (L: 81-85), Bec Talia (L: 92-97), Natasha Tzikos (L: 07-12),
Tanya Vo (L: 10-15), Lynda Walshe (L: 82-87).  The College and the Loyola College Alumni Association appreciate the support
offered to our future alumni.

On Wednesday 24 March we welcomed alumni who have chosen Loyola College for their children’s secondary education to our first 
Alumni Parents’ Breakfast, held at the Magis Performing Arts Centre.  Guests were treated to a gourmet breakfast by Greenleaf Catering 
accompanied by a fantastic slideshow displaying their Year 12 photographs alongside their children’s current school portrait, organised 
by current LCAA President Michelle Morgan. Some great stories about school days as well as the history of how the school came to 
purchase the Old Loyola building were shared and the morning was enjoyed by all.

Thank you to Michael O’Keeffe, Michelle Morgan and Yolanda Cauchi for their assistance with the morning and to Joe Favrin
for his support of LCAA initiatives.  Thank you also to the former students who supported this inaugural event: Rebecca Andonovski (L: 89-94), 
Anthony Azzopardi (L: 83-87), Lee-Anne Bonney (L: 83-88), Yolanda Cauchi (L: 89-94), Sonia Crockford (L: 85-90), Maroun Harika
(L: 89-94), Paul & Leanne Henwood (L: 92-97), Robert Mincone (L: 86-91) and Michelle Morgan (L: 89-94).

We have approximately seventy-five parents at the College who attended Loyola College themselves (Alumni Parents), and
the list continues to grow each year with new enrolments.  The Loyola College Alumni Association Committee looks forward to
welcoming more Alumni Parents to this event in 2022.
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Congratulations to Chris 
Powell (L: 10-15) who 
successfully gained a 
placement in the
Australian Government 
Digital Apprenticeship 
Program in late 2020.  
Through this program 

Chris will have the opportunity to work with digital
technologies and solve problems for things that matter in a 
host of areas including cyber security, user research, data 
analytics and applications development.  

Congratulations to the 
pictured Class of 2020 
students who have been 
invited to audition for Top 
Class after receiving a 
perfect score in their solo 
performance exams. If 
selected, these students 
will perform their solos in a 
series on concerts later this 
year.

Monica Agius
LCAA Secretary

Congratulations to 
Loyola alumni Joseph 
Bowman (L: 14-19), 
Brianne Keogh (L: 
10-15) and Jack 
Linehan (L:10-15), 
pictured in the front 
row, who have been 
appointed as councillors 
to the inaugural 
Nillumbik Youth Council. 
Special congratulations to Jack, who was elected the first Deputy 
Youth Mayor for 2021. We look forward to welcoming Jack, 
Brianne & Joey back to Loyola to share their vision for, and work 
with, local youth.

Aged 15 to 25 years, the Youth Councillors are passionate about 
their community and will represent the views, ideas and needs of 
young people of the same age. Their first task is to develop 
Nillumbik’s first youth-led Youth Strategy and Action Plan.  Learn 
more about the Youth Council at

Congratulations to Bernadette 
Black, nee Kennedy (L: 89-92) on 
her appointment as a Member of 
the Order of Australia (AM).  The 
appointment recognises her    
significant service to youth, 
communities and local government 
in Australia with the establishment 
of the Brave Foundation and 
leading this to a national scale over 
the past eleven years.  In addition to 

this, Bernadette’s further accolades include:
2006 - author of published book ‘Brave little Bear…’
2008 - Finalist Australian of the Year
2009 - Barnados Tasmanian Mother of the Year
2009 - Barnados Australian Mother of the Year
2010 - featured in “Who’s Who of Australian Women
2010 - ranked first in nationwide web poll ‘Australia’s most 
confident woman’
2019 - Tasmanian Australian of the Year

Colleagues describe Bernadette as creative and innovative 
with a determination and commitment to civic life.  More 
about Bernadette’s work and achievements can be found at

Congratulations to Samantha
Dodemaide (L:01-06) who has been 
cast as Nini in the Melbourne 
production of Moulin Rouge. Most 
recently Samantha appeared in the 
Australian tour of Chicago as Roxie 
Hart U/S. Prior to this, Samantha 
appeared as Elphaba in Wicked, 
Dorothy in The Wizard of Oz, as well 
as the title role in Violet, for which 

she was nominated for a 2015 Sydney Theatre Award for Best 
Actress in a Musical. Her other credits include Evita as Eva 
Peron U/S and Singin’ in the Rain as Kathy.

The Loyola College Alumni Association continues to provide an ongoing association and support 
network to the graduate students of Loyola College.  Part of this support is the recognition of 
achievements of alumni in their endeavours beyond secondary school.  

https://bravefoundation.org.au/about-us/our-people/  

Congratulations to Emily 
Warren, Class of 2020, 
who has been offered
the Vice Chancellors 
Scholarship for Academic 
Excellence at La Trobe 
University for Agriculture 
Science.

https://www.nillumbikyouth.vic.gov.au/What-we-do/Youth-Council

https://bravefoundation.org.au/about-us/our-people/
https://www.nillumbikyouth.vic.gov.au/What-we-do/Youth-Council
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My name is Jack Linehan 
and I graduated from 
Loyola College 6 years 
ago. During that time, 
I’ve studied, travelled   
and discovered new 
opportunities.

In 2016 I started my 
Bachelor degree in Film 
and Television at JMC 
Academy in South 
Melbourne. It was a great 
experience using all the 
camera gear and shooting 
our own films while    
learning both the  practical 
and theoretical sides of 
the business. For an assignment we had to bring in actors or 
people we knew to act out a script that we wrote, having to 
direct them in class while your classmates watched on. I had 
the thought of bringing an actor that everyone knew(famous). 
My classmates thought I was crazy for thinking that a           
professional would come and help me. That night I was 
looking through actors' pages and seeing who their managers 
were, then I looked up at the television and saw Peter Hitchener 
reading the news. I thought, he’d be cool to get to help me.       
I emailed him straight away. The next day I got a call from an 
unknown number and I never pick those calls up. I always 
think, if it's important they’ll leave me a message. It rings out, 
then a voice message pops and I listen to it. It was Peter 
himself; I couldn’t believe it. I passed my phone around to my 
class mates and they were shocked. I called back and 
organized a time and date with him to come in. He came in 
and discussed how he got to be the news anchor and where    
he was from. Mr Hitchener is the loveliest man, if you          
ever meet him, you’ll understand. The university gave me      
the tools and knowledge to be able to make films and          
gave me the opportunity to meet people that have the same 
goals and interests.

At the start of 2016, the first year after leaving Loyola I started my 
first job in January at Kantar, a market research company that 
audits a large company in Australia. This was a casual job that 
suited me during the days off my university course. I worked at 
this job for just over 4 years. I loved the people that I worked with 
and grew within the company, taking on new projects and 
learning more skills. Then pandemic struck. I was let go due to 
budget cuts within the business and all the casuals were the first 
to go. For most of 2020 I had no job seeing that Victoria was in 
lock down so often and couldn’t go outside. With a lot of 
businesses cutting jobs, it was hard getting any work within my 
field or any casual work seeing the competition was fierce at the 
time. At the start of 2021 though I worked for the second year 
running at the Australian Open as a remote coverage operator. 
This meant that for the majority of the time I was queuing up 
replays for the two court directors I was looking after. For some 
of the time I was a camera operator which was great fun. 

Jack Linehan (L:10-15)

I’d love to do sports coverage as a profession one day. For 
now, I’m working for a wedding video company which I’m an 
editor. It’s amazing seeing all the different cultures and 
traditions on the screen. It definitely opens your eyes to a 
larger world that’s out there.

With my dad we have travelled every corner of country Victoria 
and into country New South Wales. This was to do with our 
racehorse named “Cheap Tycoon” or what we call her in the 
paddock, Kelly. She’s such a beautiful animal and lovely 
natured. She’s a 10yo now and stopped racing mid last year. 
Since 2013 she has been racing at country tracks and has won 
9 races which isn't the easiest thing to do. Kelly always had 
that competitive edge that only comes around every so often. 
Jockeys coming off her back saying “she gave it her all” and 
“when she saw another horse come next to her, she dug in 
deep”. She’s is now pregnant and is expecting in late August 
or early September. I was her strapper which means that I 
have to saddle her before a race and leg up the jockey aboard 
the horses back in the mounting yard. I had to complete a 
certificate IV before I could do this. I’ve travelled with horses 
and my dad for as long as I remember. We have also bought 
another horse which is a 2yo. Her race name is “Filine” and 
her paddock name is “Chloe”. She’s smaller than Kelly but she 
has all the parts to being a successful racer but she's the 
kindest animal you’ll ever meet.

I’ve recently been chosen to be a part of the inaugural           
Nillumbik Youth Council that I applied for months ago. It was 
a great honour to be a selected and I’m wanting to help 
change the local area in different aspects such as helping 
children get into leadership and safety for young people. A few 
weeks ago, I was also appointed by the other councilors as 
Deputy Mayor of the Youth Council. This means that I’ll help 
run meetings and be able to shadow the mayor and other 
councilors for Nillumbik. I’ve always seen myself as a leader, 
having that get up and go which every leader needs. You also 
need to have empathy for what people have or going through, 
to be able to help and connect with them. I want change and 
clearly in this generation we’re getting the ball rolling. It’s 
councils like these that will commit to this change and strive 
to be the best. I’m wanting this to happen not just for myself 
or my children that I’ll have some day but the continuous 
generations that'll live on this planet and potentially on 
others. So that they don’t make the same mistakes we have. 
Our goals are to make children/ young adults feel and be 
more welcome in the community and have their voices heard. 
This includes putting on community events such as the 
Hurstbridge Skate Competition which grows young people 
being active, instead of playing video games while building the 
community spirit. We are here to listen to the public with any 
suggestions on what they’d like to see within their local area 
and convey that message to the senior councilors.

I’d lastly like to thank Loyola College for helping me through 
my education and helping me shape who I am today. 
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Copies of Justice, Mercy, Faith:  The story of Catholic Education in the Ignatian Tradition at Loyola College Watsonia,1980-2020 are
available for sale at College reception or online.  

On Monday 22 February, the much-awaited History of Loyola College was launched at a special event attended by over 200 past and 
present students, staff and families. We were especially pleased to welcome back our Founding Principal, Mr John Kennedy.
 
The evening commenced with refreshments in the foyer of the Inigo Theatre served by our Year 11 Hospitality students. This was 
followed by a formal session where our federal member for Jagajaga, Ms Kate Thwaites MP addressed those present followed by a panel 
discussion with representatives across the 40-year history, each of whom was asked questions by Mr Michael O’Keeffe, who compered 
the event. Panellists shared entertaining, thoughtful and engaging memories of their time as students and staff spanning various years 
of Loyola.  

An artwork commissioned to mark the College’s 40th anniversary was also unveiled, and the audience heard from artist Christine Sage 
via video, who shared her story of the creation of the beautiful piece commissioned for the anniversary.  The evening was a wonderful 
opportunity for many memories of the past to be shared by those present. Thank you to Mr O’Keeffe, Director of College and
Community Engagement and his many helpers for overseeing the organisation of the event.
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From “Justice, Mercy, Faith: The story of Catholic Education in the Ignatian tradition at Loyola College,
Watsonia 1980-2020” – the history of Loyola College published in January 2020 to commemorate

Loyola’s 40th Anniversary celebrations.

When the gates to Loyola College opened to students on 5 February 1980, the school consisted of just three green portables, sitting in 
a dustbowl of dried mud and surrounded by exposed pipes and drains. Geoff Crawford oversaw transferring the donated portables from 
St Mary’s school in Greensborough to Loyola College on giant low loaders. They arrived just in time for the February opening. The 
school was so basic that some students thought their parents had dropped them off at a farm by mistake! Conditions at the school 
remained simple for a number of years, but the journey had begun in the early 1970s when there were legitimate concerns that the few 
secondary colleges in the area would not be enough to service the needs of children from Catholic primary schools in Greensborough, 
Rosanna, Bundoora and neighbouring parishes.  Existing secondary schools expanded their building programs, but it soon became 
clear that another school was needed.  It would be the only co-educational school in the area; the decision was made more to fulfill the 
need for education for both sexes, rather than to make a political statement about co-educational schooling back when it was still 
relatively rare for Catholic schools.

There is much more to a school than grounds and buildings. A Founding Principal needed to be appointed – someone who would lead 
the school, uphold its Ignatian values and employ teachers. That Principal was John Ormond Kennedy (L: 79–08). Just thirty-one years 
old at the time, he would go on to lead the school for nearly thirty years.  John remembers seeing the advertisement for a Principal at 
the new school and not knowing where Greensborough was, but the suburb didn’t matter – John was ambitious and excited by the 
thought of founding a new school, regardless of its location.

Throughout 1980, staff, students and parents worked hard to make the school a success. The Loyola College Community Association 
(LCCA) was established by April that first year and a mothers’ club, property and maintenance committee, social committee and 
uniform committee soon followed. The school was finally beginning to take shape. The next decade began in 1990 with a new place for 
worship. Before the acquisition of Old Loyola with its beautiful Chapel, the only space for the school to hold Mass was the hall, which 
was too big for the smaller, individual class Masses. The College Board considered building a new Chapel, but it was deemed too
expensive. Then an unexpected prize was donated to the school – the Chapel of the Irish Martyrs from Arthurs Creek. It could seat a 
modest sixty people and was no longer needed at its current home. The weatherboard building was relatively easy to transport, and it 
arrived at Loyola on a cold Sunday morning, 5 August 1990, under police escort on the back of a huge semi-trailer.  One student 
described it unflatteringly in the 1991 school magazine as having, ‘Blue edges, pink windows and chipped off paint, which made it look 
extremely ugly.’ As always, parents and the LCCA pitched in with paintbrushes and time, and soon the Chapel became an important 
centre of spirituality for the school.

In 1991 construction began on the long-awaited gym, then known as the Performing Arts Centre (PAC). The PAC would include a
basketball/netball court, weights room and showers. The following year, this sporting facility proved to be a great way for students to 
let off steam during a time of serious pressure and change for all secondary schools.

Just seventeen years after the school began, student numbers rose to nearly 1000.  New portables to accommodate Year 12 students 
arrived just in time for this significant increase. Plans were also underway for a new Visual Arts and Technology building as well as 
improvements to the sporting facilities.  John thought that 1000 was the ideal number of students for the school, keeping it small 
enough so that people would know each other, but large enough to offer a full curriculum.

Recognising the need for students to feel a sense of belonging, Houses were introduced in the school’s first year. Back then there were 
only four Houses, called simply Green, Red, Blue and Gold. In 1983 that changed, and the Houses, while still retaining their colours, 
were given names of people significant to the spirituality and overall culture of the school.  They were McAuley (Green), Newman (Red), 
O’Brien (Blue) and Chisholm (Gold).  As the school continued to grow, the House system evolved. Initially, the Houses were used 
purely for co-curricular activities, but in the early 1990s, it became clear that the Houses would be more beneficial for students if they 
were also part of the pastoral care system.  The first step in this process, taken in 1994, was to expand the House system from four to 
six and then one of the biggest changes to the House system at Loyola– the Vertical Mentor System was introduced slowly from 1995 
over a number of years and involved arranging students into groups of twenty-four, with of a mixture of Years 7 to 12.






