
 

 

 

 

 

1431 Friday 18 September 2020 

 

Dear Members of the Loyola College Community, 

This is the final newsletter for this term.  We have proceeded with 
a number of activities that have brought us to the end of this term. 

Interviews for College Captains 2021 
Last week Mr Salmic, Mrs Hartigan and I interviewed the candidates 
for College Captain 2021. We were very impressed by the calibre 
of the Year 11 students who have offered their services for College 
Student leadership next year. Normally students and staff would 
see those shortlisted present their speeches at our end of term 
leadership assembly. As this was not able to happen, the 

candidates pre-recorded their speeches for all Year 11 students and College staff to see 
after which voting by the current Year 11 students and the College staff took place. I hope 
to be able to announce the 2021 College Captains early next term and I wish all the 
candidates the best of luck together with other Year 11 students who have offered their 
services for other leadership portfolios for next year. 

Performing Arts Week 
Recently we celebrated Performing Arts week with a range of online activities to engage 
students and staff. Much thought went into how students might be engaged online with 
clips of past performing arts events and some current initiatives. I commend Mr Thomas, 
Head of Performing Arts and his staff for their great work in enabling this week to proceed. 

College Masterplan Implementation  
The current Stage 2 Building project at the centre of the College grounds is nearing 
completion slowed down somewhat by the new COVID regulations about the number of 
workers permissible on building sites. All should be ready for the start of Term 4. 

We are now finalising the selection of a Building Company for Stage 3 which will focus 
on the extensions and upgrades to the Cardoner Building to commence in Term 4. This 
is another exciting project that will result in significant improvements and additions to the 
Visual Arts and Technology areas of the College.  

Year 7, 2022 Interviews 
These interviews will be conducted online next week on Tuesday 22 September for 
families who have not already been interviewed. If you have a child eligible for entry into 
Loyola and have not as yet lodged your application can I urge you to do so as soon as 
possible. Applications for Year 7, 2022 close on Friday 9 October. 

Staffing Matters 
We farewell Ms Taylor who is concluding her time with us this term and we thank her 
for her contribution to Loyola this year. 

We farewell and thank Mr Rujak who is concluding his contract position this term 
replacing Mr Tran who will be returning from leave next term. 



We welcome Mr McFarlane to the staff who will be teaching Dance and Drama next term replacing Ms Taylor. 

I take this opportunity of thanking the staff for their amazing work and efforts during this very challenging term. I thank all families 
and I hope that the holiday period will provide some opportunity for rest. I look forward to a more settled Term 4 ahead for all of us. 
In the meantime, please keep safe. Blessings to all.  

Joseph Favrin 
Principal 

Catholic School Parents Victoria Parent Connection Newsletter 

Please find a link to the Catholic School Parents Victoria (CSPV) Parent Connection newsletter for Term 3 of 2020, 
https://vcspb.schoolzineplus.com/streamnews?nid=13. 

FROM DIRECTOR OF COLLEGE & COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT  

 
St. Ignatius Day Fundraising 
Each year our students pledge to walk 7kms along the streets of Watsonia to raise money for their House charity. Although we are 
unsure of what the walk will look like this year, we have encouraged our students to keep fundraising.  

I can announce have just smashed through $19,000 which is an amazing achievement under the current conditions.  

With our new online portal, students can continue to fundraise from home during COVID restrictions. Our charities need this money 
more than ever before as they support members of our community who are finding it tough.  

To sign up and donate, please visit https://2020loyolawalk.raisely.com  

Upcoming Events 
Unless there are any changes to restrictions, we will be unable to host any community events, on campus, for the rest of 2020. We 
are however currently planning to host a few major events virtually. Mr. Favrin will communicate with families as news come to 
hand regarding Year 12 Graduation and the Awards Night.  

Loyola College Podcast 
The third episode of the Loyola College Podcast is now live and explores the stories and myths behind Polly the Ghost. To listen 
simply search for Loyola on SoundCloud, Spotify or iTunes.  

  facebook.com/lcwatsonia 

  instagram.com/lcwatsonia 

 twitter.com/lcwatsonia 

  au.linkedin.com/company/loyola-college-watsonia 

youtube.com/c/LoyolaCollegeWatsonia 

Mr Michael O’Keeffe 
Direct Line: 9433 0250 
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FROM DEPUTY PRINCIPAL IGNATIAN MISSION & IDENTITY 

 
People for Others – Letters and Music for Aged Care Residents 
During the March Activities Week our Year 11 students undertook a Christian Service placement. Areas included welfare and disability 
support services, environmental projects, camp supervisors, support for Indigenous youth, opportunity shops and aged care facilities 
and services. 

We are all aware of the current situation with aged care facilities in Victoria. At the time of writing there were 84 Aged Care facilities in 
Australia with active COVID-19 cases, 83 of them in our state with a combined death toll over 500, representing over 90% of the national 
total. Coupled with the stresses indicated by this awful statistic is that many other people – both staff and residents – have or have had 
the infection. This situation has shown the community some of the care inadequacies in a system that has complex needs, a myriad of 
delivery models and, despite Australia having one of the best health systems in the world, the failure of governance protocols and 
procedures to ensure the safety of some of the most vulnerable members of our community. 

These people are isolated, and many have limited capacity to understand why. Loyola students have been trying to help. We have 
maintained contact with the facilities our students were placed at in March. John Tran, our Youth Minister, has helped the students 
produce a song, Heal the World, which has been forwarded to the residents. A number of Loyola students have written letters to the 
elderly which have been gratefully received. Small things – but small acts of kindness can make a big difference. 

Here is an extract of one of the letters and a few photos of our students in action during the March activities week placement. 

Dear Reader,  

Hi! My name is Leewa and I’m currently in year 10 and sixteen years old. Since the beginning of quarantine it has been tough 
for everyone especially for those in aged care communities. Even though you don’t get to see your family and friends often, I 
hope this letter can cheer you up or even just help pass the time.  

I haven’t done anything too interesting since Stage 4, but I have been able to go on walks which have been so nice lately 
because the weather is finally getting warmer and I love Spring. It was my friend’s birthday recently, so to celebrate I walked to 
her house to give her a present in person because I also had my birthday during quarantine so I know how it feels not being 
able to celebrate it. Although it was brief, it was probably the most fun I’ve had with my friends in a while because before 
quarantine I used to hang out with my friends a lot, we would go to the city and eat at cute cafes or we would go thrift shopping 
and eat donuts from Krispy Kreme. Now looking back, I think I took all those things for granted because now I can’t even go to 
a local restaurant with them. At least I can still contact them, we facetime on most weekends which has been a rock for me 
during quarantine.  

I don’t really have too many hobbies; I tend to just do random things here and there.  I hand sewed my own mask a couple 
weeks ago and my mum wanted one too so that kept me busy for that entire weekend. Sometimes I write in my diary, I have 
had it for nearly 5 years now because I just write in it whenever I want but it’s been helpful in organizing my thoughts. I used to 
take photos in school, so I had fun doing that in my spare time. I draw sometimes, I take art in school, but I don’t really look at 
it as schoolwork because I enjoy painting and drawing. For an assignment, I had to draw a photorealistic portrait of someone 
who inspired me, and I chose to draw my friend, Rebekah. While it became stressful as the due date neared, I had fun drawing 
her and I liked the way it turned out.  

I think like many people my age, I’m unsure of what the future holds. I feel like I can’t plan how it will turn out but I’m trying and 
here’s what I’ve got so far. I’m going to take chemistry, Italian, Art, English Language and for my VCE subjects, and I want to 
go to Melbourne University since I’m thinking of becoming an environmental engineer. I aspire to become a person who makes 
an impact on the world and I also want to travel when I’m older so I think becoming an environmental engineer will help me 
achieve those goals. I’m still deciding whether or not I should take a gap year to backpack around Europe with my friends 
because a) I still don’t know how we’re going to pay for it, b) I don’t know if I’ll want to go to University or transition well into it 
afterwards and c) I don’t actually know if it will happen. My friends are set on doing it, but I just have a lot of worries, I guess 
you could say I’m pessimistic, but I think I’m just being a realist. On the bright side, I’m glad I vaguely know where I’m go ing in 
life so I pray that things go well or at least I will be able to overcome any obstacles the future throws.  

I don’t talk or write about myself often, so I hope that I haven’t bored you in any way. I wish you well and my prayers are with 
you during this trying time. Hang in there! 

Sincerely, Leewa 

Mr Christopher Lynch 
Direct Line: 9433 0227 
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Leewa – sharing stories with the elderly 

  

  

  
Providing company, care and fun at aged care facilities during March activities week 

This fortnight’s Examens (Click on the photos) 

  

From Xavier House Captains – Growth and Wisdom From Chisholm House Captains– Zest and Spirit 
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Marriage Encounter Online Weekend 
If you are spending time together, but feel the distance between you … 
This is a great opportunity to spend a weekend improving your communication in 
the comfort of your own home 

This virtual Weekend gives couples the chance to sleep in their own beds and 
check-in on kids or animals during meal times. 

Come and learn how to keep/rekindle the passion in your relationship and how to keep your love growing! 

The weekend we offer is based around Catholic values but couples of all faiths are welcome. 

Next weekend is on 9-11 October 2020. 
Information/Bookings: Phone Mercy & James 0409 183 676 or 
Email: vicbookings@wwme.org.au  
Website: wwme.org.au 

FROM DEPUTY PRINCIPAL STUDENTS 

 
As the end of term approaches it is timely to reflect on how students, parents and teachers have adapted to the personal and social 
restrictions that are in place. While, there have been many challenges and frustrations, what has been far more prominent is the 
positive way in which every member of the Loyola College community has responded to ensure that wellbeing, learning and a 
sense of belonging is always at the core of who we are and what we do.  

We have all learnt many lessons about ourselves and how we respond to sudden and dramatic change, but perhaps the biggest 
lesson we may have all learnt, is that each one of us is stronger and more resilient than what we may have thought. 

To every student, you should be very proud of how you “stepped up” and took charge of your learning and how you made every 
effort to overcome challenges by seeking support from your teachers. You should also celebrate that each one of you has 
contributed to the wellbeing and health of every person in Victoria. 

So, as we approach the coming term break from a different perspective, let us all take time to rest, enjoy a different routine and to 
appreciate the arrival of spring. 

Have a good break and we look forward to seeing you next term. 

FROM DEPUTY PRINCIPAL TEACHING AND LEARNING 

 
Immediate S for Units 1- 4 SAC’s 
Students will receive an immediate S for a SAC when they have demonstrated the following: 

▪ Produce work that demonstrates achievement of the outcomes 
▪ Submit work that is clearly their own 
▪ Observe the rules of the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA) and the school. (School rules may include 

for example Attendance or Submission of Work policies) 

If any or all of these are not satisfied at the time of the SAC/SAT a student can be awarded a ‘Provisional N’.  

Students can always redeem an S for the SAC/SAT in various ways.  To be awarded an S, students will need to consult 
with their Subject Teacher about the best way to proceed.  

Year 7 - 9 Mentor Academic Conversation 
The Year 7 – 9 Mentor Academic Conversations will be held on October 8.  We encourage all parents and guardians to make an 

Ms Suzanne Pola 
Direct Line: 9433 0233 

Mrs Anna Salmic 
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 interview time, as this will be the final formal opportunity to discuss how your child is travelling, with reference to 
remote/online learning, and how to prepare for the final assessments and examinations. Please be aware that this round 
of reports will be available online prior to the interviews.  

Unit 4 Trial Examinations and practice GAT 
A letter has recently been to all Parents/Guardians of our Unit 3/4 students about: 

▪ GAT Wednesday October 7 - onsite  
▪ Trial exams. 

Unit 3/4 Trial Exams and practice GAT are being delivered to all students over the next two weeks.  For students to receive any 
feedback on these exams they will need to be returned on the day of the GAT for marking. 

FROM HEAD OF MATHEMATICS 

 
Education Perfect Mathematics World Championships 
From the 08 of September to the 15 of September Loyola students took part in the Education Perfect Mathematics World 
Championships. 

To participate all students had to do was answer as many mathematics questions as possible during the Championships. 

At the conclusion of the Championships Loyola students had answered a total of 30 424 questions! These fantastic efforts placed 
Loyola: 

▪ 149th in the World out of 1,823 schools 
▪ 73rd in Australia 
▪ 15th in Victoria 
▪ 5th in Victoria for schools with 1001 – 2500 students 

These results would not have been possible with the consistent efforts of the students with a number of students earning awards 
for the amount of questions they answered. 

Layla Reidy and Isabella Ilijevski were awarded Credit Awards, Alexia Stavreski a Bronze Award and Marlo Johnson and Rachel 
Stanton were each recipients of a Gold Award. Special mention goes to Daniel Stanton who answered enough questions that he 
received an Elite Award, the top level of award in the competition, and finished the competition being the 106th ranked student in 
the World out of over 110 000 participating students. 

Congratulations and thank you to all the Loyola students who took part and I look forward to seeing Loyola finish even higher next 
year. 

FROM HEAD OF CO-CURRICULUM 

 
2020 Co-Curriculum Colours Applications 
Loyola College recognises significant achievement amongst its student body with the awarding of Co-Curricular Colours each year. 
Students who achieve the Colours are being recognised for their qualities of active participation, team spirit, positive conduct, 
goodwill and co-operation in a particular area of College life. The Co-Curriculum Colours can be awarded in the areas of:

▪ Christian Service 
▪ Drama 
▪ Music  

▪ Public Speaking and Debating 
▪ Sport 
▪ House 

The Colours are awarded both mid-year and end-of-year with students receiving a Certificate and the opportunity to have their 
blazer embroidered. End-of-year applications are currently open for Senior students (Years 10 – 12) with the Colours guidelines 
and criteria outlined in the 2020 Student Planner and the Co-Curriculum LMS page. As the Coronavirus has affected the 2020 Co-
curricular and House programs, this will be taken into consideration in applications.  

Ms Lauren Hartigan 
Direct Line: 9433 0231 

Mr Anthony Lynch 
Direct Line: 9433 0732 



Senior students who have made significant contribution over a number of years in any of the above areas may wish to consider 
applying.  Online applications can be made via the Co-Curriculum LMS page by Wednesday, 07 October 2020 

FROM LIBRARIAN 

 
Book Week 2020 

 

 

Earlier in the year, due to the COVID pandemic, the annual Children’s Book Council of Australia “Book Week” celebrations were 
postponed. Usually held in August, this year the event has been shifted to October 17  - 23. 

Every year, the Library enthusiastically celebrates this event. Sadly, this year, many of our students won’t be on campus at this 
time. This said, the Library will still be running some great activities throughout that week – including online - and we encourage all 
students, whether at school or in remote learning at home, to join in.  

This year’s Book Week theme is “Curious Creatures, Wild Minds” and we’ve created displays, activities and competitions based 
around this imaginative concept. There are lots of ways students can be involved in all the fun – and by doing so, will go into the 
draw to win a fabulous prize. 

Students simply need to enter at least one competition or complete one activity, and submit to the library. Either in person, or via 
email: iCentre-Learn@loyola.vic.edu.au 

Students in Years 7-9 will also have the opportunity to participate in Book Week activities during their timetabled wider reading 
library classes from the commencement of Term 4. 

The “Book Week 2020” LMS page has all the details: https://schoolbox.loyola.vic.edu.au/homepage/38103   

From activities, movie access and the link to participate in the online author talk. So, jump in and take a look around - and make 

sure to check your emails every morning, for the daily competition question. 

Of course, Book Week is also about books, and on the Book Week 2020 LMS page you’ll find a video with reviews about the six 

shortlisted books that are in the running to win the category of Book of the Year for Older Readers – yes, that’s you, Loyola 

teens! 

So join in, good luck and have fun – leading up to – and during Book Week!

Mrs Alida Galati 
Direct Line: 9433 0749 
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FROM COMMUNITY LIAISON OFFICER 

 
Virtual College Tours – Meet the Principal
Monday,12 October – 10:00am 
Wednesday, 21 October – 11:30am 

Thursday, 29 October – 2:30pm 
Monday, 09 November – 4:00 pm 

To book and view our Virtual tour, please visit website – www.loyola.vic.edu.au/bookatour 

Year 7, 2022 Enrolment Applications 
A friendly reminder that enrolment applications are due for current Grade 5 students wishing to enrol into Year 7, 2022 are due on 
Friday, 09 October, 2020.  Enrolment applications can be found on our website or please feel free to pick one up from Reception. 

LPFA / FOPA Online Wine Fundraiser – Flyer elsewhere in this newsletter 
Our sales continue as we now have over $8,000 in sales.  Not only is wine a good thing for some to assist getting through lockdown, 
they also make a wonderful gift. There are 7 different types of wine that can be ordered through Prospect Wines. Orders can be 
made on line and processed in lots of 6. Delivery is within 7 working days and come to your front door. The bottles range in price 
from $13 - $16. A very beautiful Loyola label accompanies each bottle commemorating our 40th Anniversary. 

All money raised will be distributed to LPFA and FOFA to purchase goods for the Loyola Community. 
Click here to see your online order page. 

2020 PWP Meetings 
PWP Monday (evenings) Meetings –12 October 

2020 LPFA Meetings 
LPFA Meetings Wednesday evenings - 07 October, 11 November (AGM) 

Donation of Loyola Uniform 
If you have any Loyola uniform items that you no longer require, please leave them at Reception. They are great to have for families 
in need, student accidents and our Exchange students. 

 

Mrs Dianna Alonso 
Direct Line: 9433 0228 
alonsod@loyola.vic.edu.au 

http://www.loyola.vic.edu.au/bookatour
https://prospectwines.com.au/product/fopa-and-lpfa-loyola-college/
mailto:alonsod@loyola.vic.edu.au
https://prospectwines.com.au/product/fopa-and-lpfa-loyola-college/
http://www.loyola.vic.edu.au/bookatour
https://prospectwines.com.au/product/fopa-and-lpfa-loyola-college/


LOYOLA COLLEGE SUNDAY PARISH MASSES: DIAMOND VALLEY DEANERY 

Student Absence: 03 9433 0248  St Damian’s Bundoora: Saturday 5.30pm, Sunday 8am, 10am 
Email: office@loyola.vic.edu.au Sacred Heart, Diamond Creek: Sunday 9.00am, Sacred Heart 
Reception and Fees Office: 8am-5.00pm Monday to Friday 7.15pm, St Peters, Hurstbridge 
Library: 8.00am-5.45pm, Monday to Thursday  (1st Saturday of Month) 

8.00am-5.00pm, Friday Our Lady Help of Christians, Eltham: Saturday 6pm; 
Uniform Shop: Tuesday 8.00am - 9.00am and Sunday 9am, 11am 
Wednesday 3.15pm - 4.00pm St Mary’s Greensborough: Saturday 6.30pm; Sunday 8am, 10am, 5pm 
 St Thomas. North Greensborough: Saturday 6pm; Sunday 10.30am 
MASS AT LOYOLA: Our Lady of the Way, Kingsbury: Saturday 6pm; Sunday 8am, 10am 
For Masses see “From Deputy Principal - Ignatian Mission St Martin’s Macleod: Saturday 6pm; Sunday, 7.30, 8.30 (Italian), 10am 
and Identity” St Francis of Assisi, Mill Park:  Saturday 5.00pm; 
  Sunday 9am, 10.30am, 5pm 
 St Francis Xavier, Montmorency: Saturday 6pm: Sunday 8.30, 10.30am 
 St Mary’s, Kinglake: Sunday 8:30am 
 St Joseph’s, Mernda: Saturday 5:30pm & Sunday 8:00am 
  St Joseph’s Nazareth Centre Sunday 10:30am 
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