
A publication of the Loyola College Alumni Association Volume 25 June 2020



p1

Loyola College
325 Grimshaw St
Watsonia 3087
Victoria Australia

Phone: 03 9434 4466     
Fax: 03 9432 2476

Email: office@loyola.vic.edu.au

For additional information please
contact the Secretary of LCAA:
on 9433 0767 or
email: lcaa@loyola.vic.edu.au.

As we approach the end of the first 
semester in the year that Loyola is 
celebrating its 40th Anniversary , we are 
at half way mark of 2020 and what a 
different year we have had so far with 
COVID-19 turning our world as school 
routine upside down in so many ways! 

The year started in the usual manner 
with 246 Year 7 students starting the 
school year. The ongoing high demand 
for places at Loyola again required an 
additional Year 7 class to be offered. I 
am pleased to report that our new 
students have settled in well for the 
seven or so weeks they were at school 
before we had to end Term 1 so abruptly.

The first College Assembly highlighted 
our 40th Anniversary with a giant 
cupcake tower which was processed 
down the centre of the Companions 
Hall, a spectacular moment for all 
present. All members of the College 
community received a cupcake at the 
conclusion of this major event.

This year to mark the 40th Anniversary, 
the College Opening Mass was held at 
St Patrick’s Cathedral in East Melbourne 
where Archbishop Peter Comensoli, 
Archbishop of Melbourne, was Principal 
Celebrant together with a number of 
Parish Priests. It was an enormous task 
to transport the entire school to the

cathedral using train and bus, but it 
proved to be a wonderful day of             
celebration giving thanks for Loyola’s 40 
years in Catholic Education.

The LCAA Classic Car show held on the 
College grounds in February this year 
was again an outstanding success and I 
wish to congratulate the committee for 
all their great work. We again had a large 
number of vehicles on show at this event. 
I met many past and current students on 
the evening which clearly has become an 
important event on our calendar.

Stage 2 works are well underway with 
the redevelopment of the centre of the 
College to include basketball courts, 
amenities and change rooms and 
gathering areas. These are due for 
completion in September while Stage 3 
plans for extensions to the Cardoner 
Building have been submitted to    
Council for approval of a Planning 
permit. We are well on track with the 
implementation of the College           
Masterplan.

Having to move to Remote Learning 
during the semester has had its 
challenges but I am pleased to report 
that both staff and students have 
definitely risen to the occasion and have 
engaged productively in teaching and 
learning and I take this opportunity to 
commend them for the wonderful work 
done during this difficult time. We were 
delighted to have the students back at 
school before the end of the Term 2.
 
We have had to postpone many of our 
celebratory events to mark our 40th 
Anniversary but I hope that once    
restrictions are eased, we may be able to 
advertise new dates.

As always, I encourage you to support 
LCAA in its efforts to build our network 
of past students and invite your ongoing 
support of Loyola. I look forward to 
many of you attending on our Reunion 
Day in August this year (if we are  
permitted to hold the event) and invite 
your ongoing support of Loyola College.

Dear Companions,

Mr Joseph Favrin
Principal

 

In This Issue
Cover  

1 From the Principal

2 LCAA News

3 Graduating Class of 2019
 College Theme 2020

4 Celebrating 40 years of
 Loyola College

5 Annual Awards Evening 2019

6 Class of 1985

7 Class of 1990

8 Classic Car Show

9  Principal's recollections

10 Principal's recollections

11 Loyola College Celebrating
 40 Years

12 Where are they Now?

13 Where are they Now?

14 Congratulations and

 Achievements

 Careers Panel

15 Remote Teaching & Learning

16 Class of 1995

17 Class of 2000

18 In Memory

Back Pictorial History



p2

As we approach June, we are at 
the halfway mark of 2020, our 
40th year I am amazed at how 
quickly this half of the year has 
come to an end. I would like to 
invite and welcome the Class of 
2019 to the Association.           
Congratulations on completing 
your secondary school studies; 
you did it! It is my hope that you 
get in touch with us at the LCAA.  
Drop us a line via social media or 
email to let us know what you are 
up to. 

Another successful ’Classic Car Show’ held in February had all 
of us at the LCAA hitting the ground running, with current 
families, former students and the wider community enjoying 
the fantastic vehicles on display and a wonderful night all 
round. My personal thanks go to all committee members and 
the wider College community in organising and supporting 
this event; in particular LCAA Vice-President Anthony Azzo-
pardi, who works tirelessly promoting and coordinating this 
event. I would also like to take a moment to congratulate Mr 
Michael O’Keeffe a College alumnus (L: 92-97, 09-12, 17-) on 
his appointment as Director of College and Community 
Engagement from the beginning of 2020.

Due to the unusual events of 2020, the LCAA was unable to 
meet with former students who are now parents at the Annual 
Year 7 Family Welcome Evening. 

As a group of alumni we value this night, giving us a chance 
to see and  interact with fellow former students continuing the 
educational tradition with the College. We invite all fellow 
alumni to get in touch with us; you are invited to all meetings 
and events we hold, and we would love your input and presence. 

A new date for Reunion Sunday will be announced on the 
LCAA Facebook and Instagram pages as well as on the College 
website, based on the easing of restrictions due to COVID-19.  
All former students will also receive emails of new details 
when they are finalised.  Please update your details with LCAA 
to enable us to communicate news and events throughout the 
year.  You can email lcaa@loyola.vic.edu.au or call Monica 
9433 0767 to update your details.  Once again, we encourage 
connecting with LCAA on social media (links can be found 
throughout this magazine) to stay informed of activities. 

We at the LCAA are always on the lookout for fresh faces to 
join our committee and I warmly invite all of you to get in 
contact with us if you would like to be involved. Thank you to 
all former students, current families and staff for your 
support of the LCAA. With the uncertainty of 2020 events, 
keep an eye on LCAA socials and emails.  The committee and 
I look forward to having a conversation with you and keeping 
in touch. I wish you all well and remember: you are never a 
stranger, and very much a part of this community. 

From the President

Troy Flores (L: 08-13)
LCAA President

 

The Loyola College Alumni         
Association continues to grow 
with the addition of two hundred 
and seventy-two members to the 
Loyola College Alumni                  
Association from the Class of 
2019.  I look forward to assisting 
in providing an ongoing               
association and support network 
to these students and fostering 
their continuing connection with 
Loyola College.  On behalf of      
the LCAA Committee I wish        
the graduate students congratulations on completing        
their secondary school studies and best wishes for future 
endeavours.

Congratulations and welcome to Mr Michael O’Keeffe
(L: 92-97, 09-12, 17-) on his appointment as Director of 
College and Community Engagement and to the LCAA
Committee from the beginning of 2020.  Michael is a Loyola 
College alumnus and joined the College as a staff member
in 2009, teaching Theatre Studies, Drama, Media and 
Religious Education. 

Michael returned to Loyola as Head of Performing Arts after 
pursuing other opportunities. In addition to his many  
responsibilities, Michael will also be working with LCAA to 
support the committee with events and new initiatives.  
Michael brings with him an excellent understanding of 
promotion and social media, among many other skills, and 
we look forward to building LCAA’s following through 
Facebook and Instagram and increasing our calendar of 
events with his support.

I would like to thank Anthony Azzopardi and the LCAA 
committee and Loyola staff for their work at the Classic Car 
Show held in February.  The evening was once again   
successful, with a great community presence.

2020 has seen an unusual beginning which has left some 
uncertainty around the events planned for the year.  I encourage 
alumni to follow LCAA on Facebook and Instagram to stay 
informed of events and news for the remainder of the year.
I wish our alumni community and their families well. 

From the LCAA Secretary

Monica Agius
LCAA Secretary

lcca@loyola.vic.edu.au
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Congratulations to the Year 12 students of 2019 on the results they achieved last year in VCE and VCAL studies.  

Particular congratulations to the College Dux for 2019, Gabriella Govic, who achieved an ATAR score of 96.50, and Proxime Claire 
Russell, who achieved an ATAR score of 96.45. The hard work and effort of all staff who worked with last year’s Year 12 students is 
to be recognised also, as the quality teaching, guidance and support contributed greatly to the success of the group.

Loyola College is proud to announce a 100% success rate in VCAL in 2019.

This year’s theme ‘Head, Heart and Hands’ is an appropriate choice for our 40th anniversary celebrations. This 
theme calls us to respond to those around us with thoughtfulness, compassion and action. It is an Ignatian 
mindset that we are invited to adopt in our encounters with colleagues, students, family, friends and with 
anyone else we may come to meet in our daily lives. For us to be effective, we must strike a balance of the three 
across all that we do.
 
In the school context, our staff have enormous capacity to adopt this mindset with our students, their families 
and with each other here at Loyola through our roles as Class Mentors, Academic Companions, Leaders and 
Colleagues to each other. As a faith community we are with St Ignatius, drawing our inspiration from his example.

The Head enables us to think and to learn, to make decisions and choices for ourselves and others.

The Heart works with the head to ensure that our thinking and our choices will always be made with compassion, 
preserving the dignity of all.

The Hands are our tools for building God’s kingdom here on earth, both physically in what we set out to do, 
and spiritually, when we join them in prayer and reflection.

Having all three work together enables us to best live out Christ’s message from the gospels. 

I invite you all to embrace this wonderful theme for 2020.

Top 5% of Year Level in 2019
(Results published with permission)

Head, Heart and Hands

Gabriella Govic
96.50

Claire Russell
96.45

Emma Spiby
95.65

Dominic Douglas
94.90

Harrison Mills
94.25

Sophie Federico
94.15

Joceline Remi
93.50

Emily Gigliotti
91.90

Dominic Brennan
91.70

Joseph Favrin
Principal

Neve Owens
91.45



College Assembly and Opening Mass

Opening School Mass
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The first whole College Assembly for 2020 was held in the Companions Hall on 
Monday 10 February.  At the assembly, a number of special events took place. All Year 
7 students and all new students were presented with the College pin and new staff 
were formally welcomed with a gift. We were also able to welcome back and formally 
acknowledge our VCE 2019 high achievers including the 2019 College Dux, Gabriella 
Govic. I once again congratulate these young people on their success and wish them 
well for the future. The Induction Ceremony for the new school leaders also took 
place, during which they committed themselves to the service of the College          
community. This year the assembly concluded with a celebration of Loyola’s           
40th Birthday. A cupcake tower was processioned down the centre of the hall,  
preceded by Dance class students to the tune of Celebration. At the conclusion of the 
assembly, all present received a birthday cupcake; a spectacular ending to a            
wonderful assembly celebration. 

On Thursday 20 February the College 40th Anniversary Opening Mass was celebrated at St Patrick’s Cathedral by his Grace 
Archbishop Peter Comensoli, Archbishop of Melbourne. Concelebrants at the Mass included Fr Vincent Le PP of St Damian’s, 
Bundoora; Fr Steven Rigo PP of St. Mary’s, Greensborough; St Thomas the Apostle, Nth Greensborough, Sacred Heart, Diamond 
Creek; Fr Anthony Girolami PP of St Francis of Assisi, Mill Park; Fr Tom Renshaw SJ, Chair of Jesuit Education Australia.
I am grateful for the ongoing support we receive from these priests, who work with our school community to enrich our prayer life. 
The cathedral created a wonderful space for worship, and our musicians and choir greatly enhanced the experience with their 
musical talent.  It was a mighty task to coordinate the movement of all our students and staff on the day, and I am grateful to
Mrs Leutchford, Deputy Principal Staff and Operations, and our Bus Coordinator, Mr McEvoy, and the maintenance team for all 
their assistance.  I thank Mr Lynch, Deputy Principal ~ Ignatian Mission and Identity, who oversaw the organisation of the Mass, 
and Mr O’Keeffe, Director of College and Community Engagement, who oversaw the organisation of the Assembly. I thank all who 
contributed to the success of these events.

Joseph Favrin
Principal
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The 2019 Annual Awards Evening was held on Friday 6 December 2019 in the 
Loyola Companions Hall, and was another successful evening attended by over 
800 guests comprising staff, students and their families.  Our special guest this 
year was Dr Daniela Acquaro, Senior lecturer in the Melbourne School of Educa-
tion at the University of Melbourne.  Dr Acquaro spoke about her learning journey 
as a daughter of Italian immigrants, the challenges she faced and the importance 
of striving to do one’s best in achieving goals.  Congratulations to all students who 
received awards or a 2020 scholarship at this annual event, which showcases 
some of the outstanding work that students do throughout the year and motivates 
them to continue to strive for the magis and be of service to themselves and to 
others in the community.  

We were grateful to our wonderful Jazz Band led by Victoria Mertzanidis (KAMM). 
Thank you to our Director of Music, Mr Nicholas Williamson, and our Head of 
Performing Arts, Mr Michael O’Keefe, for directing and organising the students 
who were performing on this evening.

Thank you to Sergeant Timothy McCabe, who awarded the Australian Defence Force Long Tan awards to William Gittins  in Year 10 
(XAFR) and Laura Spiby in Year 12 (KCVE).  We also thank our scholarship representatives and sponsors; Mr Shane Doyle  from 
Centorrino Technologies, Mr Lyall Mee and Mr Joshua Gillott from Mee’s Bus lines, Mr Troy Flores, president of the Loyola College 
Alumni Association (LCAA), Mr Mark Monteneri, president of the Loyola Parents and  Friends Association (LPFA), and Mrs Belinda 
Mertzanidis, president of Friends of Performing Arts (FOPA). 

Thank you to the many generous sponsors. A full list of our sponsors was published in the first edition of the Ignatian in 2020.

This is the highest award a Loyola student can receive, and is awarded annually to a Year 
12 student whom St Ignatius would have happily had as one of his companions. We 
congratulate Laura Spiby (L: 14-19) on being the recipient of the Insignis Medal in 2019.

Insignis Medal 2019

This medal is awarded to a current or former student who has given service in a pastoral 
or leadership capacity and has shown loyalty and commitment to the College throughout 
his/her time as a student.  Congratulations to 2019 recipient Dempsey Mills (L: 12-17), 
received on his behalf by his mother, Natasha.  

St Ignatius Medal

This medal is awarded to a current or former staff member, Canonical Administrator or 
chaplain who has given service in a pastoral or professional capacity and has shown 
loyalty and commitment to the College for an extended period of time.  Congratulations to 
Mrs Anne Musgrove (L: 86- ) who is a long-standing teacher and daily organiser at Loyola 
College and mother to Nell (L:91-96).

Loyola Medal

This medal is awarded to a current or former parent or College friend who has given 
service in a pastoral, professional or leadership capacity and has shown loyalty and 
commitment to the College for an extended period of time. We congratulate Mrs Belinda 
Mertzanidis, mother of Chris (L: 09-14), Dion (L: 10-15) and Victoria (L:14-19), on being 
the recipient of the Jesuit medal in 2019.

Jesuit Medal 

Congratulations to the recipients of the following four very important awards presented on the evening:
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AGHAN, Andrew
AMMENDOLIA, Carmel
ANTONELLO, Roberta
AUDINO, Annette 
AYLETT, Brad
BARILARO, Pasqualino
BERNADINI, Mark
BONDICIC, Danielle 
BOYD, Vikki 
CAPPUCINO, Lilliana 
CHAN, Anne
CHRISOMALIDIS, Angela
COLVIN, Anne
CONSOLINO, Janine
COPES, Fabio 
CROWE, Elizabeth

CUNNINGHAM, Kathryn
CUSINATO, Luigino (Lou) 
DI MARCO, Piero 
FAZEKAS, Walter
FENECH, Deborah
FICAI, Tania 
GLASBY, Adrian
GORMAN, Shane
HOLMES, Miriam
HORAN, Tim 
HUGHES, Liz
KOLANOWSKI, Tracey
LEACH, Pauline
LENNOX, Wendy
LUTTICK, Anne
MAERZ, David 

MARTINIS, Michelle
McDONOUGH, Nina
McEVEY, Matthew
McNICOLL, Shelley
McQUALTER, Mandy
METELOVSKI, Lupce
MIBELLI, Claudia 
MILLS, Anne-Maree 
NAPOLEONE, Nadia
NELSON, Kerri 
O'CALLAGHAN, Louise
O'RYAN, Matthew
PASETA, Katerina
PASETA, Senia
PELLI, Tricia 
PERRI, Sandra     

PHILP, Helen
RADFORD, Amanda
RAFIC, Milena 
RIGONI, Nadia
ROBINSON, Ann
RYAN, Maria 
SHANAHAN, Andrew
SIMPSON, Sean
SKARO , Tatjana
SMITH, Paul 
THIEL, Robert
THOMPSON, Richard
VENABLES, Teresa 
WONG, Maggie (Mei Kei)
WORONIUK, Michael
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The Loyola College Alumni Association hosted the annual Classic Car Show throughout the College grounds on Friday 21 February.  The 
event is the major fundraiser for LCAA, allowing the Association to sponsor student scholarships and awards at the end of each year. 

Heavy rains throughout the week put a question-mark on the event; however, the weather cleared throughout the afternoon and allowed 
the Loyola and wider community to experience a lovely evening with something for all the family at the free event.  The hardworking 
LCAA Committee members, ably assisted by LPFA members, ensured the BBQ kept everybody well fed.  Former student Johnny Yacoub 
(L:90-95) provided coffee and ice-cream through Fatyak Mobile Café; and delicious potato twists were provided by Twista Sis Spuds & 
Poffertjes.  Children enjoyed a jumping castle and face painting thanks to our Youth Ministry students. Four winners were happy with 
their raffle winnings, which included an iRobot vacuum, car care products from Caroma Scents Car Colognes, a haircut voucher from 
Fabian’s Barber Shop and a hamper of car gadgets kindly donated for the raffle.  Thank you to Anthony Azzopardi and IXL Home,
Daniela Gigliotti, Fabian Scarmozzino and Michelle Morgan for their generous donations.

Close to one hundred cars were on display throughout the grounds, expertly co-ordinated by former student and current parent,
Anthony Azzopardi (L:83-87) and his team of assistants from LCAA and Classic Cruiser Car Club.

Live entertainment was provided by talented band Out of Bounds fronted by former student and singer/songwriter Jacob De Leo 
(L:12-17), Joshua Wilkinson-Beards (L:12-17) and current student Joél Feltrin (10CMST).  Thank you to Nick Williamson, Head of Music, 
for his assistance with the set-up and organisation of current and former students who also entertained the crowd with a great 
showcase of musical talent.

A huge thank you to all who assisted on the evening, including the LCAA Committee and volunteers including Anthony & Bianca 
Azzopardi, Yolanda, Darren and Allegria Cauchi, Dianne Cheraghi, Troy Flores and Michelle Morgan. Thank you also to Loretta 
Baker, Angela Barbuto, Kim & Liam Garth and Bryan Kearney from the LPFA, Jodi & Clyde D’Angelis, Kim & Joe D’Angelis; students 
Caden Murray (12/ATMV) and Anthea Wheeler (12KDMT) and Loyola staff – Dianna Alonso, Michael O’Keeffe and John Tran - who 
assisted on the evening with set up, cooking, traffic management  and ensuring the evening was a success and to the Maintenance 
team for their assistance.  Thank you to Joe Favrin for his support of the event and for presenting the Principal’s Prize in memory 
of Tony Chirico (L:97-03, 09-15)+15.
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Monica Agius Baron
LCAA Secretary



My Loyola life began with a phone call on 12 September 1979 at 
St Columba’s (Essendon) where I was Deputy Principal.  I was appointed 
Principal, at 31, of Loyola College, which was opening its doors in February!  
The ensuing 28.4 years were concluded 28 January 2008, a couple of months 
after turning 60 and immediately prior to a 2008 interim appointment as 
Principal of Trinity Anglican Colleges (Albury-Wodonga).  Then, after
10 years in paid and pro bono assignments, came the surprise of election
in 2018, at 71, to a four-year term as Member for Hawthorn in the
Andrews Government. 
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Land and Facilities: 1980-2007
Loyola opened on 11 acres donated by the Jesuits as previous owners.  The site grew dramatically to 27 acres thanks to relentless 
pressuring and negotiation!  Students enjoyed a suite of modern facilities including a library, Performing Arts Centre (Gym), Chapel 
of the Irish Martyrs donated by Sacred Heart (Diamond Creek), Art and Design Centre along Bungay St, adjoining converted houses 
and, to cap it off in 2001, acquisition of Old Loyola and refurbishment including a student restaurant (later called Iggys).  For special 
mention are our pioneering parents, first Business Manager, Reg Elder and long serving cleaner and Loyola parent, Jim Turner. 

Students
By 1986 the student population had settled at just under 1000.  As a Principal of a large school there is limited opportunity for 
formal interaction with students.  However, during early years I took every Year 7 class for a weekly lesson in “Living Skills”!
I remember Year 9 Geography and Year 12 RE in some years and, with the introduction of the vertical house system, being a mentor 
in Xavier House (XJOK).  Visits to numerous residential experiences - Year 7 Camps, Year 9 Outdoor Ed, Year 10 Work Experience, 
Year 11 Social Service Placements, Year 12 Retreats, Student Leadership Camp, WA Band Trip and others – were lots of fun.  My 
greatest satisfaction and enjoyment came from every year coaching a team in the Debaters Association of Victoria competition. 

“Justice, Mercy and Faith” 
From our ranks have come countless unsung heroes, women and men leading an otherwise ordinary life but doing good things for 
others.  These days it is a buzz for me when ex-students from all walks of life come up and identify themselves, e.g. recently in a lift 
at the Premier’s Office, and others who tell me they now have children at Loyola.
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Appreciation

Highlights

As well as colleagues already named above I continue to value friendship from others especially Margaret Crichton, Joan Jamieson, 
Maureen Philp, Maureen Lonsdale, Justin West, Alison Leutchford, John Ramsdale, the late Tony Chirico and supportive clergy 
including Myles Lynch, Kevin McIntosh, Eugene Ahern, Terry Bergin, Michael Kalka, Michael McEntee and Brendan Lane.   

Finally, who did design and create “JOK’s Jocks”?
Recently I donated to Loyola Archives an extremely large pair of underpants, bearing 
the inscribed words “JOK’s Jocks”, which appeared in the vicinity of L Block on a last 
Year 12 day in the 80s.  I am told it was the work of someone from Year 12 Textiles.  
Still waiting for the “artist” to come forward!

Here are just some who have been in the public eye and done Loyola proud:
• Law and order: Late Constable Fiona de Leeuw in line of duty, Judge Julian Heytey, Assistant Crown Solicitor Miriam Holmes 
after sterling service on the Administrative Appeals Tribunal.
• Medical: Late Dr Jane Connor in line of duty with Medecins Sans Frontieres in Honduras, Pharmacist Julie Righele McDonald, 
GP Dr Loretta Thorn, Dr Brad Turner (MND research at Howard Florey)
• Academic: Selga Medeneiks (Classics, Trinity College Dublin) and Senia Paseta (History Professor, Oxford)
• Spiritual: Heather Phillips Cetrangelo (Anglican Priest), Jesuit David Holdcroft, Loreto Sisters Natalie Houlihan and Sandra Perrett.
• Sport: Olympic Basketballer Shelley Gorman and AFL’s Heath & Reece Shaw, Jack and Dylan Grimes, Matthew Kreuzer.

• Decisive involvement of parents, staff and students playing a key role: Consult (providing 
advice to Principal, borrowed from Jesuit practice), development of curriculum (DOCAL), 
welfare (DOWAL) and co-curriculum (CRG) and vibrant student College Committee set up 
by Niranjan Casinader in 1999.
• House System, “vertical” houses for pastoral care, co-curriculum, relationships with local 
church (eg Mannix House based on St Damian’s) and fund raising for each House Charity 
(eg. Chisholm and Caroline Chisholm Society looking after needy mothers and their 
children).
• Co-curriculum - codified and administered by Paul Ryan into service and spirituality, 
clubs and societies, performing arts and public speaking, sport and outdoor activity - 
attending to the whole person and their education.  
• Association of Co-Ed Schools (ACS) founding member, promoting school sport as a 
professionally organized co-curriculum activity.
• Counsellor role established in 1984: Loyola ahead of its time in recognising the impor-
tance of supporting mental health for students and families.
• St Ignatius Day on 31 July, a great community day for affirmation and celebration.  In 
recent times includes a fund-raising walk for respective House Charities.
• Annual Ignatian theme and challenge begun by Chris Lynch in 2001 with the motif, 
Finding God in All Things.
• Art Show for 25 years a highlight in the cultural life of Watsonia, school and wider artistic 
community. 

John Ormond Kennedy
Founding Principal

(L: 1979-2008)
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Like everywhere in the world at the moment, here at Loyola we have been dealing with lots of change. The majority of our students 
and teachers are at home, while our support staff and Principal’s Executive (Consult) are at the College keeping things ticking over. 

Unfortunately, we have had to cancel some of our major events, which is such a shame as we celebrate our 40th year. However, we 
have postponed as many as possible. We have included advertising in this edition of The Companion however the new dates will 
be announced on the College website and through social media as we receive further directives regarding events and audiences.  
We encourage our alumni to attend when they can.  

In some exciting news, we are in the very early stages of forming a LCAA Theatre Company to perform a show in late 2021. We are 
hoping to use the Gala Concert as a springboard into this venture; however, if you would like to express your interest in becoming 
involved, please email us. 

At a time like now, it’s really important that we support each other as a community. I encourage all our alumni to join our social 
media pages to keep up to date with the latest news and, if you need any support, please contact us here at the college. 

Michael O’Keeffe (L:92-97; 09-12; 17-) 
Director of College and Community Engagement 

@lcaawatsonia
INSTAGRAMfollow us on

@loyolacollegealumniassociationwatsonia
FACEBOOKlike us on
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Time has gone very fast since leaving Loyola in 1994. The year 
after, I started a science degree at RMIT. After I graduated, I 
attended The University of Melbourne where I continued my 
scientific studies and graduated with an Honours degree and 
then, years later, a PhD in plant molecular biology. My PhD 
was focused on my discovery of a new group of proteins 
located in plants and researching what their role is in the plant 
cell wall. After completing my PhD, I began working for a 
biotechnology company in Melbourne. 

My first job was as a research scientist and I then moved into 
a role where I managed genetically modified plant field trials, 
where we tested new crop varieties for their resistance against 
plant diseases and insect pests. This role took me around 
Australia where I worked with farmers growing many varieties 
of crops. I was also luckily enough to travel overseas to 
present my scientific discoveries at international conferences. 
I have now moved into the pharmaceutical field where I 
manage human clinical trials. At present we are testing a 
novel drug to cure a human fungal disease.

Since leaving Loyola I have married and had two children. We 
have bought a house locally and now my daughter is a Loyola 
student. Last year I joined the Loyola Alumni Association 
(LCAA), where past students get together and organise events 
for the Loyola community and raise funds to benefit the 
current Loyola students. It is great to be back as part of the 
Loyola community after all these years.

Yolanda Cauchi (nee Gaspar L:89-94)

Yolanda’s daughter Alegria is in Year 9 at Loyola

Jackie’s daughter Laura is in Year 7 at Loyola 

Hi. My name is Jackie Healy, and I am a past student of Loyola 
College from 1981 to 1985. I finished at the end of year 11. I 
remember my secondary days at Loyola as being a happy time 
and enjoyed learning. As the school was only a year old when 
I started, there weren't many students and it was a peaceful 
and caring place to learn and most of the students knew every-
one’s names, along with the teachers. 

In 1986 I completed my State Enrolled Nursing certificate 
while working and studying at Larundel, Montpark and Plenty 
Hospital for ten years and acquired my psychiatric nurse 
certificate. As the psychiatric hospitals were closing down, I 
took a package and returned to study and studied Bachelor of 
Nursing then finished a Graduate Diploma in Midwifery. I 
have worked in midwifery and mother/baby units for the past 
23 years and really enjoy these areas. 

In these years I have had four children, three boys and a girl, 
who range in age from 29 to 12 years of age. My three boys 
went to Parade College; one is still there, and my daughter 
started at Loyola college this year. I hope my daughter has a 
positive happy six years at Loyola, which I'm sure she will 
because Loyola has matured into a wonderful school; and I 
hope she makes many happy memories just as I have. My 
husband and I have been together for 26 very happy years and 
are looking forward to sharing our daughter’s school years at 
Loyola College.

Jackie Healy (L:81-85)

@loyolacollegealumniassociationwatsonia

Try connecting via our Qr Code!
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I can remember it so clearly, 
As clear as day. 
Starting year 7 – in D-Block.
 It seems like yesterday. 

Dressed in our uniforms – 
In the Royal air force blue, 
“The Smurfs” we were dubbed, 
By more than just a few. 

While over at Old Loyola,
Just across from the grass, 
Marched the cadets 
Heard clear from our class. 

Our behavioural misdemeanours 
Were duly met with a Demerit. 
The only question – “what level”? 
1, 2 or 3 – which would you inherit? 

Back then we had no canteen, 
No hall or MPAC, 
Only cordial or hot chocolate 
From a machine for a snack. 

So many classes, teachers 
And lessons to be taught. 
Mrs Robinson for Home Ec, 
And PE with Mr Gaut. 

And assemblies were interesting 
To be quite blunt. 
With Mr Kennedy instructing – 
“be quiet, pay attention and physically face the front”. 

Every year, much like the last,
 Until we reached year eleven. 
We received our own common room – 
And thought we were in heaven! 

And then came year twelve camp 
Where we could connect, have fun and of course pray.
 And those were the times where 
You could have a REAL muck up day!

 Leaving school – Loyola College, 
Was certainly bittersweet. 
Some off to uni, some off to work, 
New things to do and people to meet. 

Now, many, many years later,
 I can see my old school in a different way. 
You see, my children now attend 
And again I am there every day.

So much has changed,
And 40 years have gone by, 
But some things stay the same – 
That feeling of community in being a Loyola alumni.

It’s been 10 years since my Year 12 graduation and what a 
decade it has been. A lot has changed, but one thing that has 
remained the same is my passion for using my voice for social good.

After graduating in 2009, I studied a Bachelor of Journalism at 
La Trobe University whilst volunteering in radio. A few months 
after graduation, I was offered a full-time job as a Breakfast 
Radio Producer at PositiveMedia’s 89.9 TheLight. During this 
time, I dabbled as a Radio Announcer as well.

In 2015 I took on a new adventure and became the Deputy 
Editor at I Am Woman Magazine, an online publication for 
professional women. I then launched my first business, Miss 
Savvy where I worked as a Content Creator for councils and 
other small businesses.

Yearning to make a positive difference in the greater
community, in 2017 I launched a weekly podcast called
Promenade With Me, where I interviewed women from all 
walks of life, sharing empowering stories and my own insights 
as well. This opened up new doors and I commenced work as 
an Educator at Beautiful Minds, Australia’s leading provider of 
confidence and self-esteem education for teens and tweens. 
Following this, in 2018 I joined Bridge Builders Youth
Organisation as a Board Member, which I still am today.  Early 
last year, I launched my second business – where I’m a 
Motivational Speaker, as well as Educator and Life Coach for 
young women and girls. I love the work I do. 

And now in 2020, I’ve returned to my roots and once again 
have joined 89.9 TheLight as a Radio Announcer. But what I’m 
most excited about is this coming June, I’m launching my 
third business with my husband Brendan, and it’s definitely 
my most fave one. It’s called Happow Pty Ltd – a social
enterprise designed to help youth ‘Power Up Life’ through 
on-demand video masterclasses, podcasts, events and more. 
We have BIG dreams for Happow and I’m super grateful we’re 
on this journey together.

Looking forward to what this next decade will bring! 

Narelle Seivers (nee Holmes L: 86-91) Gianna Lucas (nee Dalla-Vecchia L: 04-09)

Narelle’s children, Mitchell & Alexandra are in
Year 11 and 9 at Loyola @lcaawatsonia
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The achievements of Loyola College alumni continues to be a matter of pride for the College community.  On 
27 February 2020, Julian Hetyey (L: 90-95) was welcomed as an associate judge of the Supreme Court of 
Victoria.  Julian achieved Dux of the College in 1995 and was accepted into the University of Melbourne to 
undertake a Bachelor of Arts/Law in 1996.  He has worked in a long list of significant and influential positions 
throughout his career.

In a sincere ceremony of his investiture streamed online, Julian was congratulated on his appointment by the 
Victorian Bar.  Julian’s admission to the Supreme Court was greeted with much admiration by his colleagues 
and friends.  He is described as wise beyond his years in his “understanding of law and the administration of 
justice” and “a man devoted to his job”.  A man devoted to his family, wife Anna and 
children Leilani and Atticus, it was noted that Julian’s son Atticus was named after 
Atticus Finch, the courageous lawyer in “To kill a mocking bird”.  Julian enjoys a love of 

literature, a commitment to fitness at the gym and outdoor hiking.  

Julian credited his Careers Teacher at Loyola who staunchly directed him to the area of Law, a level of study 
which Julian had not been aiming for.  Julian’s grandfather, a law and economics student in Hungary himself 
who was interrupted in his studies by the disorder of World War II, also strongly encouraged him to pursue 
Law.  Julian’s personal story demonstrates that ambitions can be achieved through determination and a 
focus to apply oneself in life and study. 

Loyola College and the Loyola College Alumni Association acknowledge this milestone and congratulate 
Associate Justice Julian Hetyey on this wonderful accomplishment.

Monica Agius Baron
LCAA Secretary

Careers was the focus for Year 10 students during 
Activities Week this year.  On Friday 6 March five 
alumni accepted the invitation to come to Loyola for 
a panel discussion about their careers.  We welcomed  
Ann Robinson (L:80-85), Ashleigh Ricci-Cortese
(L: 04-09), Lynda Randall (nee Walshe L: 82-87), 
Melissa Decelis (L: 95-00) and Nikolaas Kostraby
(L: 09-10) who spoke to the students about their 
learning experiences at Loyola, their initial and 
current career choices, further study etc.  They also 
gave the students some sound advice about how to 
tackle the decisions and choices around further study 
and work after completing their secondary schooling.

The “TED Talk” style afternoon was planned to take 
place in the Inigo Theatre at MPAC; however due to a 
power outage in the local area, this was shifted to the 
Dance Room which made for a cosy, if crowded, 

setting but participants, students and teachers made the best of the situation and all benefited from the discussion.  Thank you to 
Michael O’Keeffe who organised, led and guided the discussion and to Careers Co-ordinator Daniela Curcio for her support of the 
program during Activities Week.

We received a great response to the initial call out and, due to time constraints, had to limit our numbers to five for the afternoon.  
Thank you to the many respondents who we look forward to welcoming back to Loyola when we hold more of the same discussions 
with Year 11 students.  
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Suzanne Pola
Deputy Principal Teaching and Learning

Remote/Online Learning at Loyola College 2020
This term, our intention was to enable our students to become resourceful and resilient learners who can independently engage in 
remote/online learning. We acknowledged that this method of teaching and learning was unprecedented at Loyola and that our 
staff worked harder than ever before to help their students learn as best as possible in this setting, while providing the stability of 
following the standard timetable with attendance taken at every lesson.

It was an expectation that all timetabled lessons took 
one of two formats interchangeably: 

• Teachers developed interactive sessions using 
on-line collaboration or video casting tools, such as 
Microsoft Teams

• Teachers determined the tasks for each session, and 
posted instructions for that class in the relevant 
section of LMS in order for students to move through 
set-work independently in conjunction with live
teacher support via Microsoft Teams or
communication components of the LMS

These lessons were delivered in a range of formats, 
alternating between lesson formats, interactive or 
posted set work, for the cycle or setting a number of 
lessons dedicated to online collaboration and the rest 
to completion of tasks.
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Fotini Veis & Jacob Gasparini
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Liam joined the Loyola community in 2017 as Head of English and in this short time made an incredible
contribution to the school community. He has left his mark as a cherished friend, a respected colleague, and 

an outstanding educator.

With a clear vision, Liam inspired a renewed passion for literacy through the high standards and expectations 
he held for his staff and students. He led with a vigour, compassion and drive that was infectious and had you 

striving to live up to his expectations.

It was clear in seeing Liam ply his craft that he truly loved his students and wanted them to taste success. His 
manner conveyed a subtle strength and expectation that his students rose to. He worked harder than anyone 
else to ensure that every one of his ‘children’, as he affectionately called them, had the best possible chance to 

achieve progress.

Incredibly he maintained an unmatched level of energy and commitment not only to his students but towards 
his colleagues too. As a friend, Liam deeply valued the relationships he had with each and every person that was 
a part of his life, and in turn, we respected him beyond measure. No one made work as enjoyable as ‘Sul’. He 
engaged us, he challenged us, and above all, he cared for us. He had the uncanny knack of making anyone he 
conversed with feel as though they had the focus of his attention which revealed the importance and care he 

put into his relationships. 

He was much admired by his students and their families as a wonderful teacher. As a father, a colleague, and 
a friend Liam is irreplaceable. We will never forget his enthusiasm and he will be greatly missed. 

In his own words,

‘it’s been great fun’. 

Liam O'Sullivan
2 August 1981 - 7 May 2020






