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Loyola College
325 Grimshaw St
Watsonia 3087
Victoria Australia

Phone: 03 9434 4466     
Fax: 03 9432 2476

Email: office@loyola.vic.edu.au

For additional information please
contact the Secretary of LCAA:
on 9433 0767 or
email: lcaa@loyola.vic.edu.au.

We have come to the end of another year 
at Loyola and, as usual, College life has 
been busy.

The semester commenced with the 
celebration of St Ignatius Day, accompanied 
by a considerable fundraising effort on 
the part of the students supporting the six 
House charities. This is always a wonderful 
day for our community, on which we 
gather to pray together to give thanks to 
God for all that we have, and to also 
remember that we are called to be part of 
the mission of the Catholic Church in the 
service of others.

Works have commenced on Stage 2 of 
our Masterplan to create a new central 
precinct for the College with new toilets, 
additional change rooms, a meeting 
area, kitchen, covered recreational areas 
and a roof over the basketball courts. It 
is an exciting project which will give a 
much-needed facelift to this area of the 
College. The project will be completed 
in 2020.

This semester we also hosted a number 
of overseas students. In term 3, 13 students 
from Italy, France and Germany spent 10 
weeks attending classes at Loyola. These 
international visitors were hosted by our 
Loyola families and the experiences provided 
wonderful opportunities for new friendships 
to develop as well as promoting further 
understanding of other cultures.

At the end of this year, Mrs Filomena 
Mascia will retire from teaching after 15 
years of service to Loyola College. During 
her time at Loyola, Filomena taught 
mostly in the areas of Italian and French 
and was a Mentor teacher to many 
students in MacKillop House. We thank 
her for her service to Catholic education 
and to Loyola, and wish her every blessing 
for the future.

We will also farewell Ms Fiona Devlin at 
the end of the year, as she moves to a 
Deputy Principal position in another 
school. Fiona has been instrumental in 
reviving LCAA through her role as     
Director of College and Community 
Engagement. We wish her well in her new 
leadership position and thank her for her 
13 years of service to Loyola. 

I have appointed Mr Michael O’Keeffe to 
take on Ms Devlin’s role as of 2020. 
Michael is a former Loyola student 
himself, and is very excited about moving 
to this role from his current role as Head 
of Performing Arts. He is looking forward 
to working closely with LCAA next year.

The Class of Year 12, 2019 finished the 
year well and we now welcome its      
members to LCAA. We hope that they  
will become active participants in the 
association in the future.

As this year draws to a close, I take         
this opportunity to thank the LCAA        
committee for its ongoing work on behalf 
of the association during 2019. I encourage 
more former students to join the          
committee and support the building of 
community amongst our alumni.

I wish all the blessings of the Christmas 
season. I pray that Christmas will bring 
the peace of the Christ child into your 
families.  I look forward to a great LCAA 
year in 2020 as, together, we celebrate 
Loyola’s 40th anniversary year.

Dear Companions,

Mr Joseph Favrin
Principal
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As another year draws to a close, 
there have been many events 
across the year that have drawn us 
together to celebrate as an 
Alumni and College community. 
First and foremost, I would like to 
congratulate the Graduate Class 
of 2019; you have done it!  I hope 
that all the hard work throughout 
the year has come to fruition and 
that you celebrate not only    
Christmas and a New Year, but 
also success in academic studies. 
The Alumni Association would like to welcome you all to   
membership, and we look forward to being in contact with you 
and reminiscing in the years to come about your high school 
years, as well as celebrating with you many of life’s milestones. 

Since our last edition of the Companion, the LCAA has been 
busy with many events bringing our past students together.

Our Annual Alumni Dinner was held on 27 June at Iggy’s 
Student Training Restaurant, and was well attended by many 
past students and their families. 

The food and service provided by our training Hospitality 
students was first class and was enjoyed by all; many  
congratulations to the whole Iggy’s team of staff and 
students. Another major highlight of the night was getting to 
meet the 2019 College Committee.  It was wonderful to meet 
these young leaders and get to know them and aspirations 
their for the years to come.

LCAA’s committee and membership can only grow, and           
I encourage you all to get in contact with us and “like” and 
follow our new social media accounts on Facebook and  
Instagram or, alternatively, send Monica (LCAA Secretary)      
a line via email. We always love hearing from past students 
and staff. 

I would like to extend warm wishes to all past students and 
their families for the forthcoming Christmas and New Year 
period. On behalf of all Committee members, I hope it is a 
safe and enjoyable time, and we look forward to an exciting 
40th year for the College and celebrating this milestone with 
you all.         

From the President

Troy Flores (L: 08-13)
LCAA President

 

I would like to reiterate Troy’s 
sentiments and extend a warm 
welcome to our most recent 
addition of two hundred and six 
members to the Loyola College 
Alumni Association - the Class of 
2019.  I look forward to assisting 
LCAA in fostering a continuing 
connection with Loyola College 
and the community through 
social events, sharing news and 
connecting.  On behalf of the 
LCAA Committee, I wish the 2019 
cohort congratulations on completing their secondary school 
studies and best wishes for future endeavours.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Fiona Devlin, 
Director of College and Community Engagement, for her 
support and work with the Loyola College Alumni Association 
over the past two years.  Fiona was instrumental in the 
rebranding of the Association, promoting the vision for LCAA 
to provide the ongoing association and support network to 
the entire Loyola College alumni.

The LCAA committee wishes Fiona all the very best in her next 
venture, both personally and professionally.  We are certain that 
Fiona will be immensely successful in her new role as Deputy 
Principal of Hunter Valley Grammar School.  Her commitment 
to her work and her dedication to students is admirable, and 
Hunter Valley Grammar School in NSW is very fortunate to have 
Fiona on staff.

In addition to the Instagram page, LCAA has also launched a 
new Facebook page.  You are encouraged to “like” and follow 
our page and to stay informed of LCAA developments and 
events.  The Lexsa Info page on Facebook no longer operates, so 
please look us up @loyolacollegealumniassociation for a new 
look and fresh content.

A huge thanks once again to the LCAA committee members, 
who are a great support to me in my role.  On their behalf, I wish 
the Loyola College community a safe and Merry Christmas and 
a wonderful 2020.  We look forward to welcoming you to our 
many 40th Anniversary celebrations in the new year. 

From the LCAA Secretary

Monica Agius
LCAA Secretary

lcca@loyola.vic.edu.au



For another year, we farewelled our Year 12 students as they celebrated the conclusion of thirteen years of education with events 
such as Mentor farewells, the College Assembly, the breakfast and parade on celebration morning, the Graduation Mass and     
Graduation Ceremony, and finally, the Graduation Dinner at Melrose Receptions at the conclusion of exams.

In an address given by Mrs Anna Salmic, Deputy Principal Students, students were encouraged to face the future with the              
confidence and faith to do, to act and to think in ways that are true to themselves and their deeply-held principles.  Mrs Salmic’s 
address focused on a story about a lighthouse and the need to “stand firm and immovable” (similar to a lighthouse) in matters of 
conscience and doing what is right.

Mrs Salmic’s further message to the Class of 2019 was that they may have the strength to be a ‘lighthouse’ for all those who they 
encounter in the future, and, as they are challenged in everyday life, that they will be able to stand firm when tested and be the 
person who lights the way for others to always act with ‘justice, mercy and faith’.
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College Committee

Mary Tomasiello
College Captain

Harrison Fell
College Captain

Niesha Bernal
Christian Service Captain

Hannah Wilson
Christian Service Captain

Tim Bland
Drama Captain

Patricia Nagel
Music Captain

Anthea Wheeler
Public Speaking & Debating Captain

Trinity Mills
Sport Captain

Caden Murray
Sport Captain

House Captains

Larissa Ambrose
Chisholm House

Olivia Gigliotti
MacKillop House

 Matisse Febbrarino
Chisholm House

Liam Kolar
MacKillop House

Caitlin Ilievski
Flynn House

Thea Tohme
McAuley House

Isabella Peric
Flynn House

Jordan Iliopoulos
McAuley House

Mikayla Suey
Mannix House

Alexia Tomasello
Xavier House

Joshua Parisot
Mannix House

Thomas De Santis
Xavier House
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The Addams Family has left the Inigo Theatre, however it will be remembered for many years 
to come as our biggest and best musical of all time!
 
This year we assembled one of our strongest casts, culminating in a performance that we were 
so incredibly proud to present. A production of this magnitude required the commitment and 
enthusiasm of a vast array of individuals. The ‘Addams Family’  family, here at Loyola College, 
combined the efforts of over 135 people.  The creative team, cast, backstage crew, musicians, 
front of house and, of course, our magnificent Friends Of Performing Arts parents all             
collaborated and worked tirelessly to bring this production to life. A special mention to all our 
LCAA members who assisted on the show: Rebekah McLaughlin (L: 08-13), Arlene Miller        
(L: 10-15), Sam Kamphuis (L: 12-17), Natalie Cotsis (nee Cecchin) (L: 04-09), Claire Pasquali 
(L: 013-18) and Travis Stella (L: 013-18).
 
Mounting a full-scale production is a huge undertaking for a school, and we thank and 
acknowledge everyone who made a contribution. This year is the school’s 24th Broadway 
musical and we are so proud of the history that we are contributing to. The students at Loyola 
are now fully immersed in Musical Theatre, with many students going on to perform in 
community or professional theatre. We have continued our student leadership program 
initiated last year; roles such as assistant stage manager, assistant vocal coach and dance 
captain have again been allocated to current students, enhancing the leadership qualities 
inherent in these individuals.
 
The Magis Performing Arts Centre continues to enable our students to rehearse and present 
works in a professional environment. This centre also inspires us to grow as teachers, and to 
create programs that we hope motivate our students to strive for excellence. To all the 
students who participated in the show, congratulations! We are so proud of your work, and 
many thanks for coming on the journey.
 
2020 is going to be so exciting with the school producing “Mary Poppins” for our 25th     
Broadway musical in the schools 40th Year! We look forward to seeing many LCAA members 
at our show next year.

Michael O’Keeffe
Producer and Co-Director

The Addams Family
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Space Camp 2019 was a fun-filled Science and Technology educational tour visiting Seattle, Los Angeles and Florida in the United 
States. 11 students were accompanied by teachers Mathew Lee and Lauren Hartigan. The 17-day tour started with a week-long 
homestay at Bellarmine Preparatory College in Tacoma, a city near Seattle. Bellarmine is a Jesuit high school, where students     
experienced classes, sports and cheerleading practice, and Robotics co-curricular activities. A highlight for the Loyola students was 
attending the Friday Night Football Game, where many friends were made. 

 While in Tacoma, students visited Boeing, the world’s largest factory, to learn about the engineering process of building aeroplanes 
and they also got to see polar bears and tapirs at the Tacoma Zoo. Following a week in Tacoma, students gave a sad farewell to their 
homestay families and headed to Los Angeles for sightseeing at the Hollywood Walk of Fame, Griffith Observatory, California 
Institute of Technology and the California Science Center, which houses the Endeavour Space Shuttle. 

After a whirlwind tour of LA, the tour moved to Orlando, Florida, where the highlights included NASA, Disneyworld, Universal 
Studios and indoor sky diving. It was definitely a camp of thrill rides and adventure outside our comfort zone. At NASA, students 
had lunch with astronaut Ken Cameron, who worked on the International Space Station and undertook an Astronaut Training 
Experience where they landed and worked on Mars in a simulator and in Virtual Reality, experienced weightlessness while 
building part of the space station and undertook a mission. At NASA, they also saw the space shuttle Atlantis and learnt about 
the 33 missions it undertook before being decommissioned. 

 Students had amazing life experiences, saw science in the real world and were able to make life-long friends with students from 
Bellarmine College. Space Camp will ‘blast off’ again in 2021 for all interested potential astronauts. 

Ms Lauren Hartigan 
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A lot of people have asked me over the years what it was like 
to have two boys from my family playing VFL/AFL football.

I have been through many ups and downs in my football 
career, and to see what both of the boys have achieved makes       
me and my wife Lisa, very proud parents.

Both at a young age and in their early teens, the thought of the 
boys following in my football footsteps was just a dream.

In total, the boys have played 544 games:  Rhyce 237 and 
Heath 307.  In total the Shaw family, including me, Rhyce and 
Heath, and my brothers Tony and Neville, have amassed over 
1000 VFL/AFL games, the highest of any family in the League.

The boys started their careers at Collingwood, both drafted 
under the “father-son rule”.  Their careers entered exciting 
times when both (separately) left Collingwood and moved to 
Sydney.  Rhyce was recruited to Sydney Swans Football Club 
and Heath ventured to a new franchise in the Greater Western 
Sydney Football Club. 

Over the years I have read many stories about the Shaws, 
remembering the headlines -  “A Shaw Thing” was very        
popular.  A headline is great but it is a long journey for any boy 
drafted into the system of AFL football.  Injuries prior to the 
boys being drafted could have been the difference between 
being there and not.

Rhyce, at the age of 16-17, became ill with glandular fever 
several times which progressed to Chronic Fatigue Syndrome.  
Over a period of 12-18 months Rhyce lost 15kgs, slept a lot and 
was unable to attend school; concentration on even minor 
tasks was very difficult.  Even walking without help was a 
major effort.  Heath, at about the same age, played at      
Northern Knights Football Club under 18s and had a lot of 
problems with his developing body growing and training.  For 
a season his groin problem, which was diagnosed as Osteitis 
Pubis, restricted his playing football.  Both boys loved their 
football and, at times, trying to get out on the ground resulted 
in both having setbacks that required more rest.

Being drafted was a huge achievement for both boys.  Rhyce 
was drafted in 1999 and played 94 games with the          
Collingwood Magpies.  His decision to leave and move to 
Sydney was the freedom he was looking for.  He played 143 
games with the Sydney Swans; a Premiership in 2012 and the 
reward and respect of his playing mates and coaches was 
outstanding.  After finishing his playing career, Rhyce entered 
the coaching ranks as the reserves coach for Sydney Swans in 
the NEAFL.

After the success of taking his teams to two Grand Finals, at 
the end of 2018 Rhyce decided it was time to come home to 
Victoria after 11 years in Sydney.  He accepted an assistant 
coaching job with North Melbourne.  He could not imagine 
what was around the corner.  Within six months, Rhyce was 
appointed Caretaker Senior Coach and, after proving his value 
during the remainder of the 2019 season, was appointed 
permanent Senior Coach; and a new chapter in his football 
journey started.

Rhyce Shaw (L: 95-00)  

Ray Shaw
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Heath, even with his body problems was drafted in 2003, and 
over his career from 2004-2013 with Collingwood ‘Pies, played 
173 games, with a Premiership in 2010.  During his period at 
Collingwood, Heath hit a few hurdles but always overcame 
them with his “non-stop” passion and character on the ground.

In 2014 Heath left Collingwood and ventured to Sydney to be 
part of a new club, Greater Western Sydney Giants.  After 
many large losses, which Heath disliked immensely, the when 
has turned and the Greater Western Sydney Giants have 
proved to be a very good team.  During his time with the 
Giants, Heath has been awarded with the Best and Fairest for 
the club and been awarded two All Australian Honours.  2020 
will probably be Heath’s last year at the top level of AFL 
football.  He has achieved a lot in his career of 16 years and 
will always be remembered for his passion for the game.  As I 
mentioned earlier in this story the title, The Shaw Thing or The 
Sure Thing encapsulates many qualities.  Nothing can be 
taken for granted in any sport or career.  The AFL scene is full 
of pressure, expectation and mental strength. 

The two boys have had their highs and lows but have always 
endeavoured as most player do to  get the best out of        
themselves. 

Lisa and I, along with Rhyce and Heath’s sister Laine, could 
not be more proud of the boys and the way they have 
approached their sporting career.  In footy, as I think I have 
demonstrated, you never know what the next day may hold, so 
embrace and enjoy the journey.

Heath Shaw (L: 98-03)

@lcaawatsonia
INSTAGRAMfollow us on

@loyolacollegealumniassociation

FACEBOOKlike us on
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Past student Emma Doyle (nee Sharpe) spoke to the Year 11 
VCAL Students about how to ‘dress for success’ in their 
careers and personal lives. Emma has had a successful career 
in the fashion industry and is now a Personal Stylist. She 
returned to Loyola College to talk to the VCAL students about 
the important skill of how to dress for work interviews,     
including hair and make-up styles and the psychology behind 
the different colours that we wear. She taught students to 
consider the influence you can have on potential employers by 
the clothes you wear and the time you take to care for your 
appearance. Thank you to Emma for sharing her time and 
expertise with our VCAL students so they can be more 
prepared for future employment. 

If you have a skill you would consider sharing with the VCAL 
students please contact Lauren Hartigan, the VCAL          
Co-ordinator, on hartiganl@loyola.vic.edu.au

Emma Doyle (nee Sharpe L: 86-91)

Class of 2005 graduate 
Michelle Di Pietro discovered 
her passion for food from a 
young age but her love for 
cooking came alive when she 
began her studies in food 
technology at Loyola.

In her final year, her hard work 
paid off when her food folio 
made it to Top Designs in 
Melbourne Museum.

From here, Michelle went on 
to complete her apprenticeship with Spotless catering and 
William Angliss.

She worked in different venues across Melbourne, gaining as 
much experience as possible, to lead to becoming a head chef. 
Her passion for Italian food, made her decide, at the age of 23, to 
travel to Italy (Abruzzo), where she worked and lived for 6 years.

During her stay in Abruzzo, she learned all the Abruzzese 
recipes and, after 6 years spent chasing and living the Italian 
dream, Michelle decided that her time in Abruzzo was over. 
Her task, from that moment on, would be to bring Abruzzo to 
Australia. It was from that point that ‘Abruzzo Lab’ was  born 
- her restaurant at 24 Taryn Drive, Epping, dedicated to the 
"Terra Verde" and to her love for the Abruzzese cuisine.

Michelle Di Pietro  (L: 00-05) 

We welcomed our beautiful daughter Alyssa Jane-Rian Sismanis on 30th 
July 2019 at 1:11pm weighing 8lbs 2oz. Alyssa completes our family and her 
siblings Alexander and Adele are over the moon as are mum & dad.

Bill Sismanis (L: 94-99)

Bill & Nicole Sismanis



p12

Joshua Coward was inducted into the ACS Hall of Fame for his 
contribution to sport at Loyola College and beyond.  Josh 
represented Australia in the Rugby International Sevens in 
November.  Best of luck to Josh with the prospect of              
representing Australia at the 2020 Olympics in Japan.

The Loyola College Alumni Association continues to provide an ongoing association and    
support network to the graduate students of Loyola College.  Part of this support is the        
recognition of achievements of alumni in their endeavours beyond secondary school.

Joshua Coward (L: 10-14)

Cr Emilia Sterjova was first elected as the youngest councillor 
in Victoria in 2016 at the age of 19, and is officially the      
youngest female mayor in Australian history, elected by the 
City of Whittlesea in November 2019.

Emilia Sterjova (L: 09-14)

One of Loyola College’s newest Alumni, Sarah Sansonetti was 
recruited to Richmond AFLW for the club's 2020 debut in the 
AFLW.  We wish Sarah the very best with her studies and 
football career.

Sarah Sansonetti (L: 14-19)

Jesse Baird has been working as a presenter on Network Ten 
children’s program Totally Wild in Queensland since 2017.  
Jesse has been appointed a Goal Umpire for the 2020           
AFL season.

Jesse Baird (L: 10-15)
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Iggy’s Dinner

Reunion Sunday

Class of ’89 Reunion

Nicole Scott (nee Melten)
L: 84-89

Monica Agius
LCAA Secretary

The Annual Alumni Dinner took place for the second year in Iggy’s Restaurant at the end of Term 2, in June.  This was a perfect               
opportunity to invite our College Committee and to introduce them to LCAA.  The Loyola College Alumni Association felt it was a great 
chance to introduce the group of future Alumni to one our the activities and remind them of the ongoing association and support 
network offered to our graduating students.  We look forward to seeing them again at this and other events in the future.

The evening was also attended by Committee members and their families, staff and alumni who took the opportunity to get together 
over a lovely dinner prepared by our Hospitality students. 

Alumni are encouraged to attend this event in the future as it provides a great opportunity to catch up with old school friends in a   
fantastic setting.

Reunion Sunday was once again linked with St Ignatius Day celebrations and held on Sunday August 4, concluding the week where the 
College recognises its link with the Jesuit order which forms the basis of an Ignatian education at Loyola College.  Committee members 
worked hard to prepare for the afternoon to create a welcoming atmosphere for all who attended.  Tables were set, displays carefully 
constructed, drinks chilled and gifts prepared.  It is always lovely to see the interaction between alumni in their groups as well as with 
their former teachers.   

In 2020 the LCAA committee looks forward to hosting Reunion Sunday on 2 August  with a special afternoon to mark our 40th  anniversary.  
As in previous years, we invite all alumni from every graduating year since 1985 to join us for this lovely afternoon, where we look forward 
to celebrating forty years of education at Loyola College for our entire graduating population.

Recently the class of 89 reunited, we caught up on 30 years, laughed and reminisced.  We                
acknowledged those past peers unable to attend or who are sadly no longer with us, grateful for our 
own wellbeing and ability to attend. It was amazing to feel the instant connection between everyone 
after all the years, even though we and the paths we have travelled are all so different.  As a result 
of a great night, everyone is keen to catch up again soon.

Thanks Simon Arnold and Angela Wynd for organising the event and Melanie Eyres for the photo 
memories.
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Welcome Class of 2019 to LCAA
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Monica Agius
LCAA Secretary

At the College Assembly on Tuesday 22 October we farewelled the Year 12 Class of 2019 as a College community and the Loyola 
College Alumni Association (LCAA) welcomed the graduating students as new members.  

Alumnus and LCAA Committee member Dempsey Mills (L:12-17) returned to address the Year 12s, welcome them to the Association 
and ask them to consider becoming part of the committee to assist in keeping former students connected with the school through 
events and activities.

At the conclusion of this final Assembly, while the Year 12 students eagerly opened their time capsules, they also enjoyed a BBQ 
lunch sponsored by LCAA.  This was a great way to welcome our newest alumni into our Association and we hope to see many of 
them at future meetings and events hosted by LCAA.

On behalf of the LCAA Committee, I would like to thank Dempsey Mills for addressing our students and for his assistance with the 
BBQ and the time he gave to our students throughout the afternoon.  Thank you also to Pinella Lo Presti, Reena Thomas, Sharon 
Shannon and Dianna Alonso who assisted in feeding 206 students and hungry teachers.  Thank you also to the Maintenance team 
who are always happy to assist with transporting BBQs, tables, food and drinks to location and also to Joanne Pritchard in the 
canteen for her assistance with catering.

The Loyola College Alumni Association wishes the Year 12s all the very best in their future endeavours, and we look forward to 
supporting these students in the immediate and long term future.



Celebrating 5 Years

Jacqueline Bifano Lynne Bonney Elizabeth Gartland Jacob Gasparini Anthony Lynch

Celebrating 15 Years

Alison Leutchford Shannon Staub

Ilaria Manna Jonathan Prout Raymond Setiawan Sean Simpson Con Tsatas

Celebrating 10 Years

Mark Cuddon Julianne Cummins Anastasia Darmos Stephen Keehne David Kelly

Ianto Kelly Patrick MacManus Michael O’Keeffe Janine Thomson
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Chris Lynch with Louise Solomon
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Linda joined the Loyola staff in September 2007 and was the College Registrar until she retired in June this year. Linda was a much 
loved and valued colleague, who was always ready to see the funny side of a situation and brightened the office with her infectious 
laughter and her obvious enjoyment in being part of the reception team.

Linda performed her duties as registrar conscientiously and efficiently. She was usually the first person that new families came into 
contact with when they enrolled their son or daughter, and she maintained an on-going relationship with the families through 
keeping track of absences and making phone calls as is often necessary in this role.

Linda was always courteous, compassionate and understanding in her conversation with students, staff and parents. Often, she was 
able to reduce anxiety levels amongst parents with a listening ear and her gentle manner, talking through the problem or concern.
Linda, like many other staff members, was very proud of Loyola and entrusted the secondary education of her children James 
(L:03-08) and Lauren (L:06-11) to the College.

Linda enjoyed the camaraderie of the staff and liked to be involved in College life – she was part of the collective effort of Activities 
Week, attended one of the New Zealand ski tours as a supervising staff member, and especially valued the time she spent with 
Jessica Briggs, who works one day a week in our school office.

Outside of school, Linda was a keen gardener who enjoyed golf and travel with husband Tony. She was an accomplished seamstress 
and sometimes ‘traded’ these skills for small tasks with Louise Solomon, her friend and co-worker.

Linda was truly a companion in the Ignatian sense to many at the College, and especially those who worked closely with her.           
She was always keen to get on with the job and was optimistic and professional despite facing severe health issues over a number 
of years.

Linda will be missed greatly by all who knew her at Loyola, but inevitably the conversation will turn to good times, funny anecdotes, 
and there will be laughter. Rest in peace, Linda.

Linda Pavia
31 August 1961 - 1 November 2019
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Filomena started teaching 
in 1976 - that makes a 
grand total of 44 years in 
the teaching profession.

Loyola College has been 
lucky enough to have had 
Filomena Mascia teaching 
here for the past 15 years.

She has been a revered 
Italian, French, Religion, 
Textiles and English 
teacher, as well as a 
dedicated Mentor in 
MacKillop House. Also 
teaching Visual Arts in 

primary schools before moving to secondary schools,               
Filomena is a woman of many talents.

She has led 3 French Study Tours and 4 Italian Study Tours at 
Loyola. Her passion for these cultures, her dedicated organisation, 
and her desire for students (and staff) to experience all that 
these trips have to offer, made them a success every time. 

Filomena's favourite memory of teaching is when she sees her 
students enthusiastic about learning. She is particularly fond 
of the bright eyes of Year 7s, and the understanding that 
comes in Year 12.

To quote Filomena’s farewell address at the November assembly: 
‘I am grateful for the special connections I’ve made with 
students. I will never forget the impact they have had on me, 
and the impact I hope that I have had on them’.

Fil is an inspiration. She is the embodiment of bravery and 
resilience. She has faced many hardships in her life, and she 
has the incredible capacity for empathy, which means that she 
has felt the hardships of others. 

She is quick-witted, resourceful, calm in stressful situations, 
trustworthy, reliable, and an amazing friend. She is a real lady 
who is classy and always positive.

Colleagues in the Languages office and all over the school, 
would agree that conversations with Fil (best had over coffee!) 
are inclusive, funny, and brighten our day.

It has been a privilege working with Filomena. She has certainly 
had an impact on all of us at Loyola. We will miss her!

Filomena Mascia (L: 05-19)

Sentiments from Josie Campana:
we all wish you well and hope you find a Sant’Antonio in
Preston

Sentiments from Miriam Stylli:
I worked with Fil mainly as her HoH and in that time, I got to
know her as a quiet, compassionate, lovely Mentor and human
being. The kids developed a great rapport with her as their
Mentor teacher.

She is a real lady who is classy.

Always positive and happy.

Sentiments from Pina Mastrippolito:
Although I am not in the LOTE faculty, I have had the pleasure
of working with Filomena at different times in the area of RE
and PD. Filomena is a beautiful person and a wonderful
colleague to work with. She has often shared some great ideas
and resources over the years. 

I will definitely miss our chats about her trips to Italy, her lovely
daughter and son, the house building/renovations and about
colleagues and students who attended/worked  at Loyola. 

At least from next year, Filomena will not have to worry about
receiving the wrong email. For some reason, whenever a
student was late in handing work in they would send their work
to Mrs Mascia. I would then receive the usual email from
Filomena saying, "I think this was meant for you."

I wish Filomena a wonderful retirement. I am quite sure
Filomena will keep herself busy and perhaps go on a few more
overseas trips.



Fiona started at Loyola in 2002 as a PE, Health and Junior Science teacher. It didn’t take 
Fiona long to find her passion for leadership as by term 4 of her first year she was acting 
Mannix Head of House. Over the next four years she took on roles including Acting Health 
and PE Co-ordinator, along with Sports Co-ordinator.
 
In 2006 she headed to the UK where she was the Director of Sport, Head of PE and Head of 
Senior Years at Queen Ethelburga's College. 

Fiona returned to Loyola in 2010 where she spent 6 years as Head of Xavier House and in 
2017 took on her current role as Director of College and Community Engagement. 

Over the last 3 years a great team has been formed and we are so appreciative of Fiona’s 
dedication, professionalism and desire to create a team that has a true spirit of belonging. 
We are so grateful for the support Fiona has given to ensure that the LPFA, Working Bees, 
LCAA, Mother & Father Day Breakfasts, Grandparents morning, Assemblies, Anzac Day and 
many other Loyola Events run to such a high standard.  Fiona’s passion is further evident in 
her commitment to the Jesuit Mission and the Loyola stand at Maytime Fair. In her time as 

Director of College and Community Engagement Fiona has grown the Communications department in many aspects which 
includes increasing our social media following and presence and refining our Loyola College branding.

We thank Fiona for her dedication to Loyola and wish Fiona all the best as she moves to Hunter Valley Grammar School in NSW, 
as the Deputy Principal and Head of Senior School. 

Fiona Devlin (L: 02-6, 10-19)

Mr Mark Leary leaves Loyola at the end of this year after 16 years of exemplary service to our 
College. In his time, Mark has held many Senior roles including Head of House, Head of 
Faculty and Head of Co-Curriculum. He has been an outstanding English teacher across all 
years and in particular, to our Year 12 students. Many students will remember him for his 
engaging English classes and his presence at student events including weekend football 
games, debating finals and music concerts. A great supporter of the performing arts, Mark 
spent many years as the Producer of the College Musical.

More recently Mark has taught Physical Education and Outdoor Education and has been 
instrumental in planning and leading fun and adventurous outdoor Education camps and 
experiences for the Loyola students. Mark was the worthy recipient of the Loyola Medal in 
2018 for his outstanding service to Loyola College. 

Mark now leaves for the countryside to continue his teaching. He will be sadly missed by all 
at Loyola and will be forever known for his kindness, his willingness to step in and assist in 
any capacity in the College and of course his friendly, funny and outgoing personality. He will 
be sadly missed and we wish him all the very best. 

Mark Leary (L: 03-19) 
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 Michael O’Keeffe
(Head of Performing Arts)

Fiona Devlin
Director of College and Community Engagement

Dianna Alonso
(Community Liaison Officer)

Carmen Di Santo
(Communications & Events Assistant)

Monica Agius
(College Archivist & LCAA Secretary)



We Continue to keep the past students and teachers who are no longer with us in our prayers. 

Mark Agostinelli (L:87-90)
John Asta  (L: 87-89)  +1993
Clint Barratt (L: 90-92) +2018
Heath Barratt (L: 92) +2003
Timothy Branagan (L: 80-84) +2009
Gary Andrew Brandt (L: 83-85)
Antonio Chirico (L: 97-03; 09-15)* +2015
Bernard Clark (L:12-13)* +2019
Stephen Clarke (L: 88-92) +2005
Jane Katharine Connor (L: 81-83) +1998
Kristine Corcoran (Reilly) (L: 84-89) +2008
Matthew Cunningham (L: 84-86) +1986
Angelique D’Agostino (Portelli)  (L: 87-88) +2006
Aileen Dark (L: 90-01)* +2008
Fr Mario De Rosa (L:89-05)* +2016
Paul Garbellotto (L: 89-90) +2011
Aileen Dark (L: 90-01)* +2008
Fiona Frances DeLeeuw (Robinson) (L: 82-86) +2000
Neil Donahoo (L: 82)* +1982
Cherylene Doutch (Fuehrer) (L: 81-82) +2011
Jace Dufty (L: 93-94)* +1994
Jenny Dussi (L: 87) +2011
Julian Federico (L: 10-15) +2018
Karen Louise Gilbert (Quix) (L: 84-87) +2012
Craig Gourlay (L: 94-99) +2012
Adam Hibbert (L: 89) +2001
Ann Maree Heenan (L: 83-86) 
Brian Heenan (L: 85) +2000
Gabrielle Louise Herrin (L: 86-90) +2015
Kylie Houghton (L: 98-03) +2008
Brian Jory (L: 81-83*) +2008
Natalie Juricevic (L: 96-01) +2006
Christopher Kenny (L: 99-04) +2011

Tegan Kennett (L: 98-02) +2011
Fr Justin King SJ (L:55-59), (L:01-09)* +2017
Glen Kramer (L: 88-93) +2001
Simon Tranis Lavingdale (L: 88-89) +1998
Joan McGarry (L:83-07)* +2016
Adelaide McLaughlin (L:00-18)* +2018
Massimo Midolo (L: 97-02) +2015
David Mundy (L: 84-87) +1989
Helen Murray (L: 80-86) +2013
Jennifer Nailer (L: 84-89) +1991
Francine Nihill (L: 82-86) +1989
Ross Pannuzzo (L: 81-85) +1988
Linda Pavia (L:08-19)* +2019
Sonja Pecnik (L: 82-87) +1989
Mark Pollock (L: 89-94) +1995
Cathy Price (L: 85-89)* +1991
Michael Proctor (L: 84-85, 89-98)* +2013
Cathy Rao (Puccio) (L:81-86)* +2019
Marie Therese Robinson (L: 85-01)* +2001
Nello Regnani (L: 85-03) * 2007
Teresa Schirripa (L:90-17)* +2017
David James Schlenker (L: 88-01)* +2012
Cameron Smith (L: 86-91) +2009
Gaetano (Nino) Spina (L: 82-86) +2009
Phillip Sykes (L: 90-95) +2013
Kathryn Taylor (L: 93-98) +2016
Annalisa Tonietto (L: 84-01)* +2001
Rick Van Duppen (L: 05-07)* +2018
Paul Nicholas Walsh (L: 89-94) + 1996
Tim Weatherhead (L: 07-09)* +2014 
Andrew Williams (L: 87) +1989
      
*staff             + Year of death
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During the September school holidays, 8 other students and I, accompanied by Ms Crowe and Mr Setiawan, travelled to Indonesia 
for our language tour. My motivation for going on this trip was to better my Indonesian language skills and immerse myself in 
Indonesian daily culture. Prior to the trip, nerves were very high because I did not exactly know what to expect, even though we had 
received briefing sessions on Indonesian culture and customs; however, our host buddies were very welcoming and helped us to 
adapt to Indonesian life very easily. Everyone had different experiences with their host families, but for me it was very overwhelming 
at the start, especially due to culture shock - but that quickly turned as my days were jam-packed with unforgettable experiences 
such as trying new (and spicy!) foods, exploring the inner CBD of Jakarta, going in escape rooms and, of course, going to Santa 
Laurensia School in Alam Sutera, which is our sister school in Indonesia.  

Throughout the first week, we participated in many traditional experiences including playing Indonesian instruments, batik making 
classes and also going to Taman Safari, one of the best safari parks in Southeast Asia, where we took pictures with orangutans and 
lions, and rode elephants. Out in public, we were treated like we were famous, and Indonesians would ask for photos and for our 
Instagrams! After we said our emotional goodbyes to our host families, we then travelled to Yogyakarta, which is definitely more 
traditional, cultural and religious then to Jakarta and Bali. The AFL Grand Final was on while we were in Yogyakarta, and Ms Crowe 
and Jayde wouldn’t stop talking about Richmond winning for the next 3 days.  In Yogyakarta we visited the biggest Buddhist temple 
in the world, and one of the seven wonders of the world, Borobudur temple, and also had a photo session where we dressed in 
traditional Javanese clothing.

Georgia Christou
10/FMJL

Selamat pagi! 
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LOYOLA COLLEGE IS CELEBRATING

YEARS

40
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Loyola College 40th Anniversary Gala Dinner

Saturday, 15 August 2020
Park Hyatt, Melbourne



As always, the sun was shining upon us for another spectacular  
St Ignatius Day on Wednesday, 31 July. Without question, this was 
our best one yet.  A beautiful Mass celebrated by Fr Tom Renshaw 
allowed us time to reflect on why we celebrate this day and who 
we are as an Ignatian Catholic Community. Fr Tom shared the 
idea that Ignatius ‘was a dreamer’ and he ‘wished to walk in the 
footsteps of Jesus’. 

So our walkathon replicates the idea that when we walk in the 
companionship of others, we are on a pilgrimage, this is        
an opportunity to reflect with our friends, that we are people 
for others.

Then upon return, the party began. We were very blessed this year 
with an amazing performance by Taylor Henderson. In 2013, Taylor 
released his self-titled debut album which debuted at number 1 on 
the Australasian Aria Charts and was subsequently certified as 
Platinum, by the Australian Recording Industry Association. In 
addition to this the single from that album "Borrow My Heart" 
also debuted at number 1 with triple platinum status. Taylor 
played both “Borrow my heart” and his new single “Moving on”
as well as a mix of covers that got the crowd cheering and won 
quite a few hearts in our student body. We are truly grateful to our 
friends at Michael Stangel Management and the Ciccone family.

Fiona Devlin
Director of College and Community Engagement




